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Laudatio

On the occasion of reaching the milestone of 70 years, we look with respect and gratitude at the
career and contributions of Professor Florin Drasovean, a man whose life and work have been dedicated
to the study of archaeology. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated admirable consistency in the
pursuit of a scientific ideal, becoming a model of integrity, erudition, and passion for humanity’s past.

Florin Drasovean has always been passionate about the history and culture of the Banat region, as
well as the evolution of civilizations in southeastern Europe. Born on August 14, 1955, in Hunedoara,
Florin Drasovean understood from an early age the importance of studying the past, which led him
to pursue his studies at the Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca. Here, he obtained his bachelor’s
degree in history in 1980, with the thesis The Neolithic of the Middle Mures Basin, under the guidance of
the renowned professor Hadrian Daicoviciu, one of the most respected Romanian archaeologists. This
work paved the way for a successful career in archaeology, specializing in the research of the Neolithic
and Eneolithic periods in southeastern Europe.

During his university studies at the Faculty of History and Philosophy at the Babes-Bolyai
University in Cluj-Napoca, Florin Drasovean was a dedicated student, distinguished not only by his
rigorous scientific approach but also by his passion for archaeology. Under the mentorship of great
scholars like Hadrian Daicoviciu and Gheorghe Lazarovici, he acquired solid theoretical and practical
knowledge in prehistoric archaeology. His entire academic formation was marked by exceptional
attention to detail and a constant desire to understand not just historical facts but also their broader
context.

After graduating in 1980, he entered academia, initially working as a history teacher. However, his
desire for further study and research led him to join the Banat Museum in Timisoara in 1984, where
he began to apply the knowledge he had gained and participate in crucial archaeological excavations
essential to understanding the prehistory of the region. During this period, Florin Drasovean began
working on significant archaeological sites, making notable contributions to the research of Neolithic
and Eneolithic cultures in Banat. Between 1992 and 1993, he became the deputy director of the Banat
Museum, and between 1996 and 2001, he served as the general director of the institution. In these
positions, he contributed to the hiring of numerous young archaeologists, who would later build
careers within the institution. During this period, he became the general coordinator of the journal
Analele Banatului, the History-Archaeology, Art, and Ethnography series. He also founded and became
the editor of the Banat Museum’s monograph series, Bibliotheca Historica et Archaeologica Banatica, in
which he edited 56 volumes. This intense editorial activity, combined with his professional expertise,
led Professor Drasovean to become a member of the editorial board of numerous scientific journals.

His intense publishing activity is evidenced by the publication of over 100 scientific articles,
excavation reports, and exhibition catalogues, as well as 13 books published both in Romania and
abroad. The value of his work has been recognized through prestigious awards granted by the Romanian
Academy.

Professor Drasovean’s academic path is closely linked to his scientific achievements and valuable
contributions to the field of archaeology. After obtaining his PhD in history in 1994, with the thesis
The Late Vinca Culture in Banat: Its Relations with Neighbors, he became one of the most respected
researchers of the prehistoric era, both in Romania and internationally. Throughout his career, he
has actively participated in major archaeological excavations in southeastern Europe, contributing to
research that has shifted perspectives on key periods in the region’s history.

One of Professor Drasovean’s most remarkable achievements was his in-depth research into the
Neolithic civilization of Banat, a subject profoundly influenced by his work at key archaeological sites
in Foeni, Hodoni, Sdnandrei, and Uivar. These studies led to the discovery of essential information
regarding the life and organization of prehistoric communities, which have been recognized by experts
worldwide. In addition to these emblematic archaeological sites of Banat, he coordinated numerous
other systematic excavations, as well as pre-development archaeological excavations dedicated to
major infrastructure works, such as those along the bypass around Timisoara and the section of the
Arad-Timisoara highway.
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Moreover, his academic activity has been marked by a constant involvement in training new
generations of archaeologists. In the early 1990s, he taught the course on General Prehistory at the
West University of Timisoara. He then continued his academic career at the Faculty of History at the
Banat University of Timisoara, eventually becoming its dean. Starting in 2008, he became a doctoral
supervisor at the “1 Decembrie 1918” University in Alba Iulia, and from 2013 to the present, he
holds this position at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca. He has been a dedicated mentor whose
influence has been felt both within academic institutions and in the subsequent research of those who
have studied under him.

Professor Drasovean’s work has not been limited to archaeological research but has also extended
to museology and the promotion of cultural heritage. As the director of the Banat Museum in Timisoara,
he was a strong advocate for the protection and valorization of the region’s historical heritage. Under
his leadership, the museum became a reference center for archaeological studies in Banat, serving as a
place for the preservation and display of valuable collections that illustrate the historical evolution of
the region. A testament to this is the organization of international scientific conferences dedicated to
the Vinéa culture and other phenomena specific to the Neolithic period.

The exhibitions organized by Florin Drasovean had a significant impact on the public, and his
museological work has been recognized and appreciated both nationally and internationally. His
efforts in promoting cultural heritage have been essential for understanding the historical values
of the region. He was also an active promoter of international collaborations in the museum field,
ensuring that the heritage of Banat would be appreciated beyond Romania’s borders.

Since 2019, Florin Drasovean has been active within the Titu Maiorescu Institute for Social and
Human Research, part of the Timisoara branch of the Romanian Academy. In 2021, he became the
director of the institute, bringing together a team of young researchers. Under his leadership, the
symposium Historical Memory, Literary Memory: Challenges and Perspectives was launched, and starting
in 2024, the two series of the institute’s journal, Studia Banatica, began to be published.

At 70 years old, Florin Drasovean stands as an example of scientific dedication and professional
integrity. His work, deeply anchored in the values of rigorous research and quality education, has
influenced and will continue to influence generations of archaeologists who will follow. In each of his
projects, Professor Drasovean has demonstrated an intellectual rigor rarely encountered and a capacity
to inspire those around him, encouraging them to seek the truth in the face of the complexities of the
past.

Through his scientific, educational, and museological contributions, Florin Drasovean has left a
remarkable imprint on Romanian archaeology, and at the age of 70, he finds himself at a moment of
reflection on a life fully devoted to the knowledge and understanding of the past. With characteristic
modesty, Professor Drasovean does not seek recognition for his accomplishments, but these
achievements will remain an essential part of Romania’s scientific heritage.

On this celebratory occasion, we extend our sincerest congratulations and thanks for all he has
contributed to enriching our country’s cultural, educational, and scientific heritage, and we wish him
to continue being a beacon of inspiration for new generations of researchers, teachers, and science
enthusiasts.

Happy 70th anniversary, Professor Florin Drasovean!

Victor Sava

Institute of Social Sciences and Humanities , Titu Maiorescu”, Romanian Academy, Timisoara Branch
Museum of Arad

Timisoara/Arad, RO

victor.sava.cma@gmail.com
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