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Seventh-Eighth centuries Earrings
Discovered in Transylvania

Calin Cosma

Abstract: We discuss here 7"-8% centuries earrings discovered on the territory of Transylvania. These were
identified in graves from both Avar and Avaro-Slavic biritual burial grounds as well in settlements. Most earrings
were yielded by Avar graves compared to the burials from biritual cemeteries. Earrings were discovered in only
five settlements in Transylvania. In Transylvania, many earring types were discovered from simple examples,
ring-shaped and pointed by extremities, made in wire or round bar, to those provided with stellar pendant or
the lunula pendant earrings. Almost the majority of the artefacts have parallels on the territory of the Avar
Khaganate of the Carpathian Basin, yet also in the lower Danube basin area and on the territory of Bulgaria.
Their presence within the graves is due, on one hand, to the fact that the deceased were buried with all their dress
accessories and jewellery, including earrings, which they wore in their lifetime and on the other hand, because
of the tradition to place such objects in burial features by the family of the deceased at the time of burial. The
earrings here were worn by women and to a less extent by men and children.

Keywords: earrings; typology; chronology; Transylvania; the early Middle Ages.

Argument. Chronological and geographical limits

We have chosen to discuss here only the 7*-8® centuries earrings discovered on the territory of
Transylvania as there is no study addressing exhaustively said artefacts for the specified time period
in the Transylvanian archaeological literature. We have catalogued earrings from Transylvania dated
to the 7*"-8"% centuries and drawn up their typology. We have offered parallels for the earring types
in Transylvania. We tackled issues regarding the artefacts’ chronology, the earrings’ presence within
graves regardless gender or age, as well as the interpreting of earrings from the graves and settlements
in the Transylvanian Plateau of the 7*-8" centuries. In order to avoid glutting the text with too many
technical details in what the description of earring types is concerned, like for instance, their find-
spot according to gender, but also the metal out of which these were made, we chose to enter these in
appendices by the end of the text.

Why Transylvania only?. Because even during the early Middle Ages, the Transylvanian Plateau
represented a distinct territory where different military and political events compared to other geo-
graphical areas of Romania' occurred. Transylvania is a united geographical territory so we believe
that the ultimate goal of the research proposed here may offer a specific view of a well defined geo-
graphically, yet also politically space over the course of the 7*"-8" centuries. Historically, the 7* and
8™ centuries are a well defined period in the history of Transylvania, which corresponds to the Avar
period in the Carpathian Basin.

The type of archaeological site where the earrings were discovered

In the catalogue of finds we included earrings discovered in Avar burial grounds and graves, in
biritual Avaro-Slavic cemeteries as well as those found in settlements from the Transylvanian Plateau.
In Transylvania, earrings of various types were discovered in nine Avar cemeteries: 1. Campia
Turzii%; 2. Cicau®; 3. Gambasg/Cimitirul reformat? (hereinafter GAmbas 1); 4. Gdmbas/Ogoarele de jos®

Cosma 2017, 14-15; Cosma 2020, 7-8.
Cosma 2017, 52-53.
Winckler/Takas/ Paius 1977, 269-283.
Cosma 2017, 56-61.
Cosma 2017, 61-62.
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206 < cCalin Cosma

(hereinafter GAmbas 2); 5. Ghirbom/Gruiului miciuliilor (hereinafter Ghirbom 1)¢; 6. Lopadea Noua’;
7. Sancrai®; 8. Spalnaca’; 9. Teius™. The earrings were also discovered in the Avar graves in the Gepido-
Avar cemetery at Noslac'’. Also, earrings have been identified in two singular Avar graves, one discov-
ered at Moldovenesti'?, and the second at Unirea 2/Veresmort'®. Another earring comes from Tarnava
(likely a destroyed grave)'. The flat biritual cemeteries that yielded earrings count: 1. Berghin'; 2.
Boarta'®; 3. Bratei 2'7; 4. Ghirbom/Gruiul fierului (hereinafter Ghirbom 2)*%; 5. Ocna Sibiului®®. Just
one earring was discovered in the cremation barrow cemetery of Someseni®.

‘ - Inhumation cemeteries: 1 - Cimpia Turzii; 2 - Cicidu; 3 - Gimbas 1; 4 - Gimbas 2; 5 - Ghirbom 1; 6 - Lopadea Noui;
7 - Sancrai; 8- Spilnaca, 9 - Teius; 10 - Noslac; 11; Moldovenesti; 12- Unirea 2/Veresmort; 13 - Tarnava

' - Biritual cemeteries: 1 - Berghin, 2 - Boarta; 3 - Bratei 2; 4 - Ghirbom 2; 5 - Ghirbom 2

ies: 1-8S

' - Barrow cremation

?

. - Settlements: 1- Alba Iulia; 2 - Jucu de Sus; 3 - Filiasi; 4 - Suceagu; 5 - Taga

Map 1. Cemeteries and Settlements in Transylvania where Earrings from the 7*-8" Centuries were discovered.

Stoicovici/Blajan 1982, 139-154

Cosma 2017, 63-64.

Cosma 2017, 65-75 (graves 1-33); archaeological excavations C. Cosma, G. Baltes (graves 34-84)

Cosma 2017, 75-79.

0 Cosma 2017, 79-89.

Rusu 1962, 269-292; arhiva santier arheologic Noslac, Institutul de Arheologie si Istoria Artei din Cluj-Napoca.

2 Palk6 1972, 678-679.

3 Rustoiu/Ciuta 2015, 107-127.

4 Horedt 1942, 124-125, Taf. 21/4,7.

1> Aldea et al. 1980, 151,153; Blajan/Botezatu 2000, 457; archive archaeological site of Berghin, National Museum of the
Union Alba Iulia.

6 Dumitrascu/Togan 1974, 93-107.

Y7 Zaharia 1977.

18 Aldea et al. 1980, 151-177; Aldea 1997, 255-271.

¥ Protase 2004.

20 Macrea 1959a, 519-527.
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From settlements we succeeded to catalogue earrings originating from Alba Iulia®, Jucu de Sus?,

Filiasi®®, Suceag® and Taga®.

Typology, parallels

We catalogued earrings from 7%-8% centuries Transylvania into seven main groups (A-G). There
we framed earrings in several main types and/or versions. The typological groups are based on the
presence or absence of the pendant attached to the earring hoop. The types individualize by how their
hoops end as well as by how the attached pendant is related to the earring hoop body. Moreover, the
suggested typology took into account the shape of the earring pendants.

Group A - Earrings with variously shaped ends

Type 1 - Ring-shaped earrings with open ends

According to the manner in which the
earring hoop was made, there are several
variants: from round bar in cross-section,
twisted bar, bar made of three twisted
bronze threads and of bronze bar wrapped
with a wire thread in a twisted form.

1a - Earrings of round bar were dis-
covered in both Avar and biritual graveyards.

The Avar cemeteries which yielded
the earring type include: 1. Campia Turzii;
2. Gambas 1; 3. Gambas 2; 4. Sancrai; 5.
Spilnaca; 6. Teius. Among the biritual grave-
yards, earrings of type la were found in the
cemeteries of: 1. Berghin; 2. Bratei 2; 3. Ocna
Sibiului. Earrings with open ends were made
of round or rhomboid bar. These are artefacts
in a simple form, easy to make. Originally, all
earrings were round in shape. A part survived
in their original form, other suffered defor-
mations, evidencing now especially an elon-
gated form. Other exemplars survived only
fragmentarily. Earring sizes frame between
1.8 cm and 2.5 cm (Fig. 1, Appendix 1-2)

For the exemplars in Transylvania
parallels are found in the Avar setting of
the Carpathian Basin. They are extremely
numerous, earrings with open ends being
identified in both children and adult graves?®.
Generally, in women burials two earrings are
commonly found. One earring with open
ends was discovered for instance in graves of
Avar males no. 146 and 364 in the Alattyan
cemetery”’. Still in the same cemetery, in

21 Arta bronzului 2014, 50

22 Stanciu 2016, 231, Fig 194/4, Fig. 195/3.
2 Székely 1974-1975, 39, P1. IX/9

24 QOpreanu 2010, 545-546, PL. L.1.

% Protase 2003, 60/10, Fig. 24/1.

26 Garam 1995, 284, Abb. 149/17-18.

Fig. 1. Group A. Earrings type 1a: 1-2. Campia
Turzii; 3-4. Gambas 2; 5-22. Sancrai; 23-30.
Teius; 31-38. Spilnaca; 39-40 - Berghin.

27 Kovrig 1963, 20, grave 146, Taf. XI1/146/3, 36, grave 364, Taf XXV/364/8.
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graves 249, 380, 542 and 659 of Avar male individuals were found two earrings in each burial feature,
while in grave 268 were identified three earrings, one with a larger diameter than the remaining two?.
This earring type was adopted from the Avar environment into the Bulgarian world®®. They are not a
secure chronological marker, being found in the middle and late Avar periods™®.

1b - Earrings with open ends of twisted bronze bar were discovered in the Avar cemetery of
Sancrai (Fig. 2, Appendix 3).

1c - Earrings with open ends,
with bar of two or three twisted |Typelb Type 1¢ - -

bronze threads were discovered in the < Q% j
1 = 2

Avar cemetery of Sncrai and the biritual
graveyard of Berghin (Fig. 2, Appendix 3).
The sizes of both earring variants frame
between 2 and 2.3 cm.

The 1b and 1c earring variants are
artefacts used in the 7"-8% centuries
in the Avar Khaganate. Such exemplars
emerge by late 7% century® and are pre- Fig. 2. Group A.
sent in both women and men graves. Two ~ Earrings type 1b: 1-4.

. .. . N . Sancrai. Tip 1c: 1-7.
earrings similar to that in Gr. 7 at Sancrai L .

. . Sancrai; 8. Berghin.
were found for instance in grave 267, of
a male, in the Avar cemetery of Alattyan,
dated to the 8% century™®.

Type 2 - Earrings with one spiral-shaped end Type 2a

2a - One earring with cylindrical spiral was discovered in the Avar (/ \

cemetery of Sancrai and Teius. The Sincrai item is 2.5 cm high, while %/

that of Teius has a surviving height of 3 cm. Cylindrical spiral earrings 1 2
0

were also yielded by the biritual graveyard of Berghin. The height of the @
3

three items frames between 2 and 3 cm. One of the ends of this earring
type is bent downward, twisted in the form of a spiral roll, hollow on
the inside (Fig. 3, Appendix 4).

Earrings like those described above compose type VIII, variant A, in
the typology drafted by Z. Cilinska® for the earrings in the Carpathian Fig. 3. Group A. Earrings
Basin of the 7%-8" centuries. It is believed these were adornments used type 2a: 1. Sancrai; 2.
by Slavic women in the lower class of the Slavic society®*. In the 9-10% Teiug; 3-5. Berghin.
centuries too, these were worn by women®. In the 8" century, most
exemplars were discovered in the Middle and Lower Danube basin area, a geographical region where
likely emerged the first prototypes of earrings with a roll spiral shaped end*®. In B. M. Széke’s typology,
earrings with roll spiral compose type 1, of which it is specified to be present in the Carpathian Basin
also during the first half of the 9 century®. Best parallels for the Teius exemplars in Transylvania are
two earrings with spiral pendants discovered in grave 91, of a female, in the Avaro-Slavic cemetery
of Stirovo®, two earrings found in grave 67, of an infant, in the Avar cemetery of Zelovce® or two

% Kovrig 1963, 29, grave 249, Taf. XX/249/38-39, 30, grave 268, Taf. XX1/268/1-3, 37, grave 380, Taf. XXV/84-85, 48-49,
grave 542, Taf. XXXV/64-65, 56, grave 659, Taf. XL1/659/47-48.

2 Grigorov 1999, 42, tab. 8, type [ A.

30 Garam 1995, 284, abb. 149/17-18.

31 Szab6 1975, 266-267, Fig. II/C.

32 Kovrig 1963, 30, Taf. XX/267/69-70.

33 Cilinsk4 1975, 76-77, Abb1/VIII/A

% Cilinska 1975, 76-77.

%5 Cilinska 1975, 76-77.

% Cilinska 1975, 76-77.

37 Széke 1992, 851-852.

38 Toc¢ik 1968a; 31,Grab.91, Taf. XXVI, 3-4.

3 Cilinska 1973, 47, Taf X11/67/10-11.
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earrings in graves 291 and 440, both of females, in the Nové Zamky Avar burial ground®. Two earrings
like those at Sancrai, Teius and Berghin, were also identified in the Avar graveyard at Kékezd, in grave
185%, and that of Pilismardt-Basaharc?2.

Earrings with roll spiral are present in a large number on the terri- Type 2b
tory of Bulgaria. In the book about jewellery items from Bulgaria dated to ,
the 7-11" centuries, V. Grigorov, makes no distinction between earrings %

with roll spiral and those with conical spiral or bell shaped. The author

includes them all in type 1.6*%. V. Grigorov notes that the type of spiral

earrings regardless its configuration dates to different time spans over the

course of the 811" centuries*. Fig. 4. Group A. Earrings
2b - Earrings of round bar with conical spiral were identified only in  type 2b: 1. Campia Turzii.

the Avar burial grounds of Campia Turzii and Sincrai. The Sancrai exem-

plar is fragmentary, while that of Campia Turzii is 2.5 cm high (Fig. 4, Appendix 4).

Parallels for the CaAmpia Turzii and Sancrai earrings, with spiral of round twisted bar are found
in many Avar cemeteries of the Carpathian Basin, especially in female graves*. The exemplars emerge
in 7%-8% centuries dated contexts. An exemplar of the type was also discovered in north-western
Romania, in the early medieval settlement of Lazuri/LubiTag (Satu Mare county), feature (pit) 72.

We have already specified that on the territory of Bulgaria were discovered earrings with spiral
end, of various shapes. Among the variants that all compose type 16 in V. Grigorov’s typology, also
count those with cone-shaped spiral discovered in contexts dated to the 8"-10% centuries?’.

B. M. Szg8ke believes earrings with cone-shaped spiral pendant is a separate type among artefacts
of the type?®, however makes no distinction between those with wide band spiral and those with round
bar spiral. The author notes that the artefacts are present in the Avar milieu of the Carpathian basin
during the second half of the 8" century, these being worn especially in the first half of the 9" cen-
tury*. Many 9" century exemplars were discovered in the area to the right

1
0 S5cm

of the Middle Danube and westwards this territory®. Type 2¢
2c - Two bronze earrings with cone-shaped spiral made of wide band ‘:“\ N

were discovered in the biritual burial ground of Bratei 2. Earring spirals

were made by widening one of the ends by hammering, turned into a wide /

band out of which the spiral was modelled. The two earrings are 3.5 cm high

(Fig. 5, Appendix 4). 1 2
Earrings with wide band conical spiral were discovered in grave 9, of a ¢ -

female, in the Avaro-Slavic cemetery of Stirovo® and grave 373, of a female, Fig. 5. Group A. Earrings
in the Avar cemetery of Nové Zamky**. type 2c: 1-2. Bratei 2.

Type 3 — Annular bronze earrings with an
end twisted outwards in the form of a spiral and/or circle

3a - Earring with an end in the form of a spiral were discovered in the Avar cemeteries of GAmbas
1, Gambas 2 and Sancrai. Two earrings like the already mentioned were found in the biritual graveyards
of Berghin and Boarta, one in each of the two cemeteries. Item sizes vary between 1.4/1.5 x 2.4/2.5 cm
(Fig. 6, Appendix 5).

% Cilinsk4 1966, 60, 86, Taf. L/291/2-3, LXV1/440/4,6.

4 Kiss 1977, 56, P1. XX1/185/2

42 Pettich 1965, 32, Abb. 47/2, Abb 118/10-11.

4 Grigorov 2007, 136, TIP. 6, 140, P1.3/Type 1.6/1-8.

4 Grigorov 2007, 161, Tab 24.

4 Examples are too many to be quoted entirely: see for instance the monographs of the Avar cemeteries discovered in
Hungary and Slovakia.

% Stanciu 2016, 233-234.

47 Grigorov 2007, 140, P1. 3/Type 1.6/5-6, 161, Tab 24.

4% Szoke 1992, 850-851.

49 Széke 1992, 851.

%0 Széke 1992, 893-908, Karte 13.

51 To¢ik 1968a, 12, Taf, 16/2.

52 Cilinsk4 1966, 1966, 73, Taf. LVIII/373/2.
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Identical examples with those in the above mentioned cem-
eteries may be encountered in the Gepid environment of Bratei
3 burial ground dated to the 7% century. In this cemetery were
discovered six earrings with an end twisted twice in spiral shape®.
The great majority were yielded by adult graves whose gender
could not be determined. For instance, in Gr. 203 were discovered
two earrings with a spiral-shaped end, an earring with attached
pendant, an arrowhead, a knife and a clay pot>*. All these artefacts
suggest the grave belonged to a male.

Two earrings similar in shape, however not identical, were
identified in the Gepid grave no. 8 from the Veresmort ceme-
tery®®. Another earring with a spiral formed of several coils was Fig. 6. Group A. Earrings type
discovered in the Gepid grave no. 32 from the Noslac cemetery®®. 3:1. Gambas 2; 2. Gambas 1; 3.

One earring end twisted in the shape of a wreath was yielded Berghin; 4. Boarta (after Hor_edt
by a male grave with Avar grave goods in the Moravian cemetery 1979, Abb. 2/3), ; 5. Sancrai.
of Mikulé&ice (A. M. 108)’.

Earrings with one of the ends twisted twice outwards in the form of a spiral were identified
in Eastern Europe in the Semenki settlement (Ukraine) dated to the 7% century®®. Another similar
earring, yet not identical with those discussed, comes from the Slavic treasure of Zaitsev (Ukraine)
dated to the second half of the 7* century®, the latter exhibiting several spiral-shaped twists. An
item approximately identical with those from Transylvania was discovered in Bulgaria®. V. Grigorov
includes this earring type, beside other earrings with once twisted end in the form of a circle, to type
1.3%%. The artefacts were fashionable in Bulgaria over the course of the 8*-10" centuries®.

3b - Annular earrings with an end twisted outwards once, in circle
shape were discovered in the Avar cemeteries of Sancrai and Teius. Type 3b

Earrings sizes varied between 1.8 and 2.5 cm (Fig. 7, Appendix 5).
As parallels for the Sancrai and Teius artefacts we mention five ear-
1 2
0 Scm

Type 3a 0 Scm

rings discovered in Gepid graves from the Bratei 3 graveyard framed
to the 7* century®. One of the earrings from Bratei 3 was yielded by
an infant grave (grave 167)%. Another earring identical with those of
Sancrai and Teius was found in the Gepid-Avar cemetery of Kélked-  Fig. 7. Group A. Earrings type
Feketekapu, in the Gepid grave no. 37 dated to the 7% century®. An 3b: 1. Teiug; 2. Sancrai.
artefact like those discovered in the two Avar cemeteries of Transylvania

comes from inhumation 144, of a female, from the Avaro-Slavic cemetery of Pokaszepetk dated to the
early Avar period® and another from the grave of a young woman, no. 510, dated to the early Avar
period in the Avar cemetery of Zamdrdi-Rétif6ldek®”. One earring surfaced in grave 177, of a female,
likely Gepid, in the 7% century cemetery of Pilismarét-Basaharc®®. Another emerged in grave 71, of a
female, in the Avar cemetery of Pilismar6t®. The grave was dated to the Middle Avar period™.

% Barzu 2010, 75, 73/Abb 44/Type 13.b1.

54 Barzu 2010, 234, Taf. 35/G. 203.

% Roska 1934,125, Abb. 3/A. 1, 4.

% Archive M. Rusu, Institute of Archaeology and Art History of Cluj-Napoca.
57 Profantova 1992, 682, Taf. 22/4.

58 Kazanski 1999, 100.

59 Kazanski 1999, 115.

8 Grigorov 2007, 138, P1. 1/14.

6 Grigorov 2007, 138, Type 1.3.

62 Grigorov 2007, 161. Tab. 24.

6 Barzu 2010, 76, Abb. 73, Abb. 44, Type 13b1a, 13i.
64 Barzu 2010, 76.

8 Kiss 1996, Taf. 25/A 37/7.

66 Sés/Salamon 1995, 151/144, P1. X11/144/1.

67 Bardos/Garam 2009, I, 75/510, Taf. 63/510/2.

% Fettich 1965, 59-60, 116, Abb. 98/1.

% Szab6 1975, 258/71, Fig. 7/71/2, 267/Fig. 13/1V/b.
70 Szab6 1975, 268.
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A chronological table drafted by Z. Cilinska for the jewellery from the Carpathian Basin of the
Avar period lists an earring with an once outward twisted end placed to the 8" century™. Z. Cilinska
infers that respective earring type was worn by the lower class of the Avar society during the course
of the 7*-8" centuries, it being a prototype for earrings whose ends are twisted several times or in an
“S” ended circle™.

Earrings with one of the ends twisted outwards one time were also Type 3¢
discovered in Bulgaria and the Lower Danube area. In these territories,
this earring type is more numerous compared to the earring version
with one of the ends twisted outwards twice in a spiral shape™. In V.
Grigorov’s typology, earrings with an end twisted outwards in the form 1
of a circle compose type 1.374. They were identified in archaeological con- |9 Sem
texts dated to different periods over the course of the 8"-10" centu- Fig. 8. Group A. Earrings type
ries”™. B. M. Széke finds earrings in respective type in the territory to 3c: 1. Filiasi (after Székely
the right of the Middle Danube, yet also more westwards in Europe, in 1974-1975, 39, P1. IX/9).
contexts dated to the 9* century’.

3c - Earring with one of the ends twisted outwards/inwards in circle shape. The specimen was
discovered in house (hut) no. 2 in the Filiasi settlement. The earring is 2.2 cm high (Fig. 8, Appendix 5).

In Z. Cilinska’s typology, earrings like that of Filiasi form type VIII, variant B, of earrings dated to
the 7%-8% centuries in the Carpathian Basin”. The Slovakian scholar specifies that respective earring
type may be located mainly in Panonnia and south-western Slovakia. She also noted that exemplars
from respective type are few in number, inferring they were worn by the lower class of the Avar society
during the transition period between the 7* century and the 8" century’.

Type 4 - Earrings with one of the extremities ended in a round or pyramid sphere were discovered
only in the Avar cemetery of Sincrai. These were made of a thin bronze bar, round in cross-section.
The earrings are annular and have a diameter comprised between 2 and 2.5 cm. One of the extremities
ends in a round/bulb sphere or in pyramid shape (Fig. 9, Appendix 6).

One earring identical with those of Sancrai with a round sphere-shaped end was discovered in
grave 284, of a female, in the Avaro-Slavic cemetery of Holiare, identified in a context dated to the
second half of the 7 century™.

Type 5a - Earring with one end completed in an ellipsoidal pendant. It was discovered in the Avar
cemetery of Sancrai. It has a diameter of 2 cm (Fig. 9, Appendix 6).

Type 5b - Earring with one end terminated in a cube-shaped pendant. It was discovered in the
Avar cemetery of Sancrai. It has a diameter of 1 cm (Fig. 9, Appendix 6).

Type 6 — Bronze earring with lower part twisted in spiral form was discovered in the Avar cem-
etery of Sancrai. The exemplar, with
a diameter of 3 cm, was made of a thin
bronze wire that in the lower part was | Type 4

twisted in spiral shape. A possible parallel 7N
for the Sancrai earring may be a specimen Q’»
1

s

originating from the territory of Bulgaria,
which forms type 1.7 in V. Grigorov’s
typology®. Respective earring type was
fashionable during the 7®-8" centuries®
(Fig. 9, Appendix 6).

7N

7 Bilinskd 1975. 92. Abb. 12 Fig. 9. Group A. Earrings type 4: 1- 4. Sancrai. Earrings
72 Gilinska 1975: 77j type 5: 1a-b. Sancrai; Earrings type 6: 1. Sancrai.

7 Grigorov 2007, 138, Type 1.3.

™ Grigorov 2007, 136, Type 1.3.

5 Grigorov 2007, 161. Tab. 24

76 Széke 1992, 923,986, Karte 13, Abb. 1. Taf. 1/43, 9/ 177/1, 27/186/2, 31/101, 41/24/11.
7 Cilinska 1975, 65, Abb.1, 77.

78 Cilinska 1975, 77.

7 Toeik 1968b, 53, Taf. LV/19.

80 Grigorov 2007, 136, Type 1/7.

8 Grigorov 2007, 161, Tab 24.
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Group B - Earrings with pendants welded to the earring hoop
Type 1- Earrings with round pendants welding to the hoop

1a - Earrings with one sphere attached to the hoop were discov-
ered in the Avar cemeteries of Ghirbom 1 and Sancrai. In one of the two
Ghirbom 1 earrings survived the round sphere, welded directly to the ear-
ring hoop. The earrings have a diameter of 2.2 cm (Fig. 10, Appendix 7).
An earring similar to those in Transylvania was discovered for instance in
grave 3 in the Avaro-Slavic cemetery of Nové Zamki®.

1b - Earring with two over lapping spheres were discovered in the Fig. 10. Group B.
Avar cemeteries of Sincrai and Teius. The two exemplars have a diameter Earrings type 1la: 1.
of 2 cm (Fig. 11, Appendix 7). Ghirbom; 2. Sancrai.

1c - Earrings with two sphere registers were identified in the Avar
cemeteries of Gambas 2 and Sancrai. Their hoop is of round bar. An earring | Type 1b
with two sphere strings was also found in the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2.

The latter has the bar wrapped with a thin wire. In all earrings, the welded
pendant is composed of two strings of spheres. Two are attached to the
hoop and the third is attached midway the two spheres. All spheres have
the same sizes. The hoop diameter is of 2 cm (Fig. 12, Appendix 7). 0 Scm

Bronze earrings
with welded pendants Fig. 11. Group B. Earrings
and two spherestrings ~ type 1b: 1. Sancrai; 2. Teius.
count among the
most numerous artefacts discovered in the burial
grounds from the Avar setting of the Carpathian
Basin. In the region, these were discovered in con-
texts dated to both the 7% century and the 8" cen-
tury. In Z. Cilinska’s last typology, earrings with
two-register grape cluster-shaped pendants from
the Carpathian basin of the Avar period compose
type VII of earrings®. The origins of this earring
type are still debated. Z. Cilinska assumes that ear-
rings in the shape of grape cluster (as termed by the
author), would have crystallized their shape in the Danube region sometime in the 7 century, being
later present also during the period of Great Moravia®.

Earrings with two-register sphere pendants were also found in the Lower Danube area and
Bulgaria, territories where these emerged in contexts dated starting with the second half of the 7
century until late the 9% century®. In the 9" century, respective earring type is present also in the
Carpathian Basin.?’

Such earrings were yielded by both female and male graves. Because the Gdmbas 2 earring was iden-
tified in a male grave, a few examples of male graves from Avar or Avaro-Slavic cemeteries of the 7*-8%
centuries in the Carpathian Basin are worth mention, where bronze earrings with attached pendants
in the shape of a grape cluster like those discussed include: Moravia: Mikul¢ice (A. G. 108, a bronze
earring)®; Slovakia: Nové Zamky (Gr. 489, two earrings found to the left and right side of the skull)®;
Kolked-Feketekapu B (Gr. 207 — two earrings found to the right and left sides of the skull; Gr. 420 — one
earring discovered on the right side of the skeleton, in the area between the shoulder and skull; Gr.

)
W
(¢}
=]

Fig. 12. Group B. Earrings type 1c: 1.
Bratei 2; 2. Gambas 2; 3-6. Sancrai.

8 Cilinsk4 1966, 11, Taf XX/33/1.

8 Cilinsk4 1966, 11, Taf XX/33/1.

8 Cilinska 1975, type VII, 75-76, Abb. 1, 65, type VII;

8 Cilinsk4 1975, 75-76.

8  Grigorov 2007, 141, type I1.1, P1. 4/1-3,5, 161, Tab. 25.
8 Sz8ke 1992, 986, Abb. 1.

88 Profantova 1992, 683, Taf. 22/5.

8 Cilinsk4 1966, 95, Taf. LXXII: 1,2.
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427 - two earrings (one gilded), discovered to the right and left side of the skull)*. At Nové Zamky and
Kolked-Feketekapu B, male graves containing bronze earrings with welded pendant in the shape of a
grape cluster did not yield weapons, nonetheless comprised belts decorated with various pendant types.

1d - Earrings with two sphere registers set in the lower and upper
part of the annular hoop were discovered only in the Avar cemetery of
Sancrai. These stand out by the fact that the pendant is found in both the
lower and upper parts of the earring hoop. The pendant in the lower part
is attached to the bar and appears in the form of three spheres to each
other in the shape of a grape cluster. Above these, in the upper part there
is a small sphere welded to the earring hoop. The earring diameter is of
2.5 cm (Fig. 13, Appendix 7).

Two earrings identical to those of Sancrai were discovered in grave
202 and one in the female grave 210 from the Avar cemetery of Pilismarét-
Basaharc dated to the 7 century™. Another earring like those of Sancrai
was discovered in infant grave no. 35/2016 in the Avar cemetery of

Type 1d

2

Fig. 13. Group B. Earrings
type 1d: 1. Sancrai.

Szebény 1?2, E. Garam mentions that respective earring type may be found over the course of the entire
Avar period®. Parallels for the Sancrai earrings come also from Bulgaria, where they date to the period

comprised between late 7% century and mid. 9 centuries®.

1e - Earrings with three registers of round spheres set in the form
of a grape cluster were identified only in the biritual cemetery of Bratei
2. The first register consists of three spheres, welded to the hoop. A
second register composed of two spheres is placed on top of the first.
The last register is formed of a single sphere welded midway the second
register. The earring diameter is 2.2 cm (Fig. 14, Appendix 7).

In Transylvania, parallels for the two Bratei 2 earrings are found in
the Gepid grave no. 203 from Bratei 3 cemetery®. It is believed that this
earring type is present in the Carpathian Basin in the 7*-8" century®.
Another parallel comes from the Zalakomér burial ground, in grave 520

Type le -
@ T 2
0 Scm

Fig. 14. Group B. Earrings
type le: 1. Bratei 2.

dated to the 8% century”’.

1f - Earrings with large lower sphere were
yielded by the Avar cemeteries of Sancrai,
Spélnaca and Unirea 2/Veresmort, as well as
the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2. In the biritual
cemeteries of Bratei 2 and Spélnaca, earrings
have round hoops covered with thin rolled
bronze threads imitating twisting. The diam-
eter of earrings in group 1f frames between 2
and 2.9 cm. This earring type is distinguished
by the fact that the three spheres attached to
the hoop are of smaller sizes compared to the
fourth sphere welded midway the three smaller
spheres (Fig. 15, Appendix 7).

Earrings of the above type were found in
many Avar cemeteries of the Carpathian Basin.
They are mainly encountered in the second

half of the 7% century, being though presentin  Fig. 15. Group B. Earrings type 1f: 1, 3-6, 11-12. Bratei 2;
2. Unirea 2/Veresmort; ; 7-8. Sancrai; 9-10. Spélnaca.

% Kiss 2001, 91/Gr. 207, 133-134/Gr. 420, 135-137/Gr. 427, pl. 55/B207/8, 9, 79/B420/14, 79/B427/12-13.

91 Fettich 1965, 70, 71, 92-93, Abb. 118/1-2, 15.

92 Garam 1975, 77/35, 100, 55/Fig. 4/35/1.

9% Garam 1975, 100.

9 Grigorov 2007, 141, type II. 1, Pl. 4/4, 161, Tab. 24.

% Barzu 2010, 76, Abb. 44/type 13d, 313/Taf. 35/G. 203/5.
%  Barzu 2010, 76.

97 Széke 1992, 930, Taf. 6/520/1.
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the subsequent period®® as well. The golden earring from the Unirea 2/Veresmort warrior burial is
worth attention. A first parallel to be mentioned is the similar specimen from the Sanpetru German/
Magazin warrior grave in Romanian Banat®. The single difference between the artefact from Unirea
2/Veresmort and that of Sdnpetru German is that the central ball of the Sanpetru German earring has
a larger diameter than that of the earring from Unirea 2/Veresmort. It is worth noting that the two
graves were Avar warrior burials. Furthermore, both funerary features have in common the deposition
beside the body of only a single earring. In this context, one must specify that in Transylvania, in the
Avaro-Gepid cemetery of Band, grave 141 was discovered a single bronze earring identical in shape
with the earrings of Unirea 2/Veresmort and Sdmpetru German/Magazin.

Two golden earrings, associated with Martinovka type artefacts were found in a warrior grave of
the 6™-7% centuries from the Cir-jurt Kurgan, in the Euro-Asian steppes'®.

In the Avar Khaganate of the Carpathian Basin, golden earrings identical with those of Unirea 2/
Veresmort were identified in Slovakia, warrior grave (no. 26) from the cemetery at Zitavska Ton'®.
In Hungary, golden earrings like that of Unirea II/Veresmort were yielded by burials of high ranking
warriors in the military hierarchy of the Avar Khaganate at Dunapentele (grave 11)'%?, Igar (grave
3)1%3, Kecel (grave 32)'%, no. 1 and 3 at Szentendre (graves 1 and 3)'*. In all cases, two earrings in each
funerary feature could be found. In grave no. 7 at Dunapentele'®, that of Ivincsa'®” and grave 1392 at
Zamardi'® one earring surfaced in each.

Golden earrings like that of Unirea 2/Veresmort were also found in male graves without weapons,
individuals who were part of the leading class of the Avar Khaganate. Examples in this respect are a
golden earring discovered at Csiké'” and the earring in grave 913 at Tiszaftred''?. Another golden
earring comes from grave 269 at Alttyan'''.

Among parallels for earrings with twisted hoops we mention two earrings from grave 511 in the
Avar cemetery of Ciké''?. Also, an earring like those of Spalnaca emerged
in a likely female grave, no. 196 in the Pilismardt cemetery*®.

Type 2 - Earring with pendant welding to the hoop in the shape
of two overlapping circles was discovered only in the Avar cemetery at
Campia Turzii. The exemplar was made of a round bronze bar. In the lower
part it is provided with an ornament welded to the earring hoop, in the
shape of two overlapping circles. The earring hoop has a diameter of 2 cm
(Fig. 16, Appendix 8).

Two bronze earrings identical with the artefact of Campia Turzii  Fig 16. Group B. Earrings
were discovered in grave 876, likely of an infant, in the Avar cemetery of type 2: 1. Campia Turzii.
Tiszafiired, dated to the 8" century'*“.

Type 3 - Earrings with pendant set on the earring hoop appeared in the Slavic barrow crema-
tion cemetery of Someseni. The earring have ellipsoidal or square-shaped pendants on the hoop bar. One
earring of Sancrai and that of Someseni have a diameter of 2 cm. The second earring of Sancrai has a
diameter of 1 cm (Fig. 17, Appendix 8). The earring can be circumscribed in type V Cilinska'®. The author

0 Scm

% Kovrig 1963, 111; Cilinska 1975, 66.

% Dérner 1960, 425, no. 9, fig. 4/4.

100 Balint 1989, 67, Abb. 31/1-2.

101 Budinsky-Kri¢ka 1956, 29, tab XXIV, 15-16.

102 Marosi/Fettich 1936, 17, P1. VI/. 3-4.

103 Bettich 1929, 70, IX Tabla/18-19.

104 Garam 1993, 79/92, Taf. 47/15-16.

105 Garam 1993, 104-105, Taf. 90/1-2, 5-6.

106 Marosi/Fettich 1936, 10-11, Pl. I1/6.

107 Béna 1970, 243,252, Fig. 8/1.

108 Bardos/Garam 2009 I, 182/G. 1392, Taf. 160/1a, 170/7-8.
109 Garam 1993, 59, no. 10a, Taf. 3/4

10 Garam 1995, G. 913, 109, Abb.43, 44, Taf. 131/913/61, 221/913/13.
11 Kovrig 1963, 30, Gr. 269, Taf. XX1/9.

12 Somogyi 1984, 63/511, Tébla, 34, /511/1-2.

13 Szab6 1975, 261, Fig. 8/169/2.

114 Garam 1995, p. 106, Gr. 876, Abb.149/24/876.

15 Cilinska 1975, 75-76, Abb.1,Tip V.



Seventh-Eighth centuries Earrings Discovered in Transylvania ¢ 215

notes that the artifacts were used mainly in the 7 century and that few
specimens of type V earrings were discovered in the eastern Carpathian
Basin. Pieces similar to the earring from Someseni were discovered in the f“

Type 3

tombs 52,157,158, 666 (women), 162 (man), 171 (child) from the Slavic-
Avar cemetery from Holiare, dated in the middle Avar period'. Earrings w
similar to the one from Someseni were also found in the Tiszafiired cem- 1
etery'’’. Other earrings of this type were found in tombs 46, 176, 229 in | 0 Scm
the Avar cemetery from Cikd, dating to the Middle and Late Avar period
from the evolution of the Avar Khaganate in the Carpathian Basin''®. An
earring similar with the one from Someseni was discovered in the woman
grave no. 7 from the Avar cemetery in Budapest/Tihany tér'*°.

Type 4 — Earrings with pendant of twisted bar were identified only Type 4
in the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2. In the first case survived a part of the ?

Fig 17. Group B. Earrings
type 3: 1. Someseni.

earring hoop and a part of the pendant welded to the earring. From the
second earring only the pendant was preserved. The hoops were made
of round bar and the earring pendants of twisted bar (Fig. 18, Appendix
8). A parallel for the items at Bratei 2 comes from the Avar cemetery of
Zamardi-Rétifoldek (female grave no. 79)'%°.

1

=]

S5cm

Fig. 18. Group B. Earrings
type 4: 1. Bratei 2.

Group C - Earrings with attached pendants

Type 1. Earrings with ellipsoidal/acorn shaped
pendants or in shape of a watermelon seed

1la - Two silver earrings with pendants decorated with
vertical incised lines obtained upon the casting of the artefacts
were discovered in a grave from the Avar cemetery of Lopadea
Noua. The earrings are 2.3 cm high (Fig. 19, Appendix 9).

1b - Type 1b of earrings with decorated pendants were
found in the Avar cemetery of Sincrai and Avar inhumations
in the biritual cemetery at Ghirbom 2. The Sancrai earrings are
in silver, while those of Ghirbom 2 in gold. Their height varies
between 3.9 and 4.1 cm (Fig. 19, Appendix 9).

The silver and gold earring pendants are ellipsoidal, very
similar to acorn or watermelon seed shape, were made by
casting. The pendant is marked in both the upper and lower

parts by two hoops. In the lower part, on the hoop from the Fig. 19. Group C. Earrings type 1a:
lower side of the pendant there is a small round sphere. The 1-2. Lopadea Noua; Earrings type
earrings of Sancrai and Ghirbom have their pendants decorated 1b: 1-2. Sancrai; 3-5. Ghirbom.

with small spheres. On the obverse, there is a central pattern

in the shape of a rhombus made of round spheres. The central rhombus is framed by smaller rhom-
buses set in the four corners of the central rhombus. The reverse is divided from the obverse by two
lines made of small pearled spheres set on either side of the pendant. The third golden earring from
Ghirbom 2 is decorated only around the pendant ends with small spheres.

Earrings almost identical with those from Transylvania in both pendant shape and decoration are
two earrings discovered in the Gater cemetery dated to the 8" century'®'. Another earring identical
in pendant shape with those from Transylvania was yielded by grave 34, of a female, from the Avar
cemetery of Tiszaderzs'??. The earring is in gold and decorated by granulation with smaller spheres.

16 Toe¢ik 1968b, 18/52, 36/157, 158, 37/171, 102/666, Taf. XXX1/13, XLV/13, 17, XLVI/12,14, LXXXI/1-2.
117 Garam 1995, Abb. 148-149.

18 Somogyi 1984, 73, 5.kép, 7.1.1. 4, 5.Tabla/46/1, 12 Tabla/176/1, 16. Tabla/229/1-2.

1% Nagy 1998, 1. 116/9, II, Taf. 93/7/2.

120 Bardos/Garam 2009, 21/79, Taf. 9/79/4-5.

121 Lazlo 1955, Pl. LXX/24-25

122 Kovrig 1975, 222/34, 230, /Fig. 14/2, Fig. 14/34/1.
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L. Kovrig specifies that the earring is characteristic to the Middle Avar period'**. An ornament almost
identical with that on the golden specimens from Transylvania is found on a golden globular earring
produced in Byzantium, artefact discovered in grave 22 from the Avar cemetery of Kaptalantéti'*.
Earrings with spherical pendant decorated with smaller spheres were identified in a series of Avar
cemeteries on the territory of Hungary'®. As parallel for the Ghirbom 2 earring, decorated by the ends
with a string of small spheres,
we mention a silver earring
discovered in female grave
no. 153 in the Avar cemetery
at Alattyan'”®. Earrings similar
to that of Ghirbom 2 compose
group IV.1 in V. Grigorov’s
typology'?’. They were used
in Bulgaria during the period
comprised between the second
half of the 7* century and the
first half of the 9 centuries'®.

1c - Earrings with plain
attached pendants surfaced in
the Avar cemeteries of Cicau,
Sancrai, Spalnaca and Teius.

They are 3.5 cm long. The ellip- < 3
\

soidal pendants were made

by casting. An exception to @
713

this technique are two pen-
dants from grave 53 and 81
at Sincrai made of two half-

16

ellipses attached in-between. Fig. 20. Group C. Earrings type 1c: 1. Ciciu; 2-13. Sancrai; 14-17. Teius.

The pendant of the Sancrai
silver earring, grave 75, was cast in a monovalve mould (Fig. 20, Appendix 9).

Earrings similar to those from Transylvania of type 1c are present on the territory of Bulgaria'®’,
a geographical area where these artefacts were discovered in contexts dated between the second half
of the 7% century until mid 9 centuries®.

Type 2 - Earring with ellipsoidal/biconical
pendant with fragmented middle

Type 2

The item was discovered in the biritual cemetery of Ghirbom 2, in a
destroyed inhumation®. It is gold-made and it was most definitely paired
with one of the three golden earrings with decorated pendants, presented
above. The earring’s length is of 4.2 cm. Its pendant was made of two over-
lapping spheres. The lower sphere tapers in the upper part. It is attached 1
to the upper sphere, which appears as a half-sphere with curved the lower |¢ Sem
edge. The upper end is provided with a circle comprising three small

spheres (Fig. 21, Appendix 19) Fig. 21. Group C. Earrings
type 2: 1. Ghirbom.

123 Kovrig 1975, 230,

124 Garam 2001, Taf. V/2.

125 Garam 1993, Taf. 1/6-11, 47/3-4.

126 Kovrig 1963, 21/153, Taf. XIII/153/6.

127 Grigorov 2007, 137, Type IV.1, 151/ fig. 14/2
128 Grigorov 2007, 163, Tab. 28.

129 Grigorov 2007, 151, P1. 14, Type IV.1.1.

180 Grigorov 2007, 163, Tab. 28.

131 Aldea/Stoicovici/Blajan 1980, 154, Fig. 3/1.
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Type 3 - Earrings with biconical pendants

3a - Earrings with angular edged biconical pendants have been
discovered only in the Avar cemetery of Sancrai. The specimens were
worked by casting. The ends are marked by small circles. By the lower
end, below the circle, there is a round sphere of small sizes. The ear-
rings are between 2.9 and 3.2 cm long (Fig. 22, Appendix 9).

Two earrings with biconical pendant, in silver, were identi-
fied in grave 610, of a female, in the Avar cemetery of Zelovce'®2.
In the same burial ground, in female grave no. 783 there was found
another earring with biconical pendant, yet attached to the earring
hoop'®3. Other earrings with biconical pendants were discovered for

instance in the Regoly graveyard™*, or at

0
Budapest/Csepel-Szanbandkikot$'.
Fig. 22. Group C. Earrings 3b - Earrings with biconial pen-
type 3a: 1-5. Sancrai. dants with rounded middle were found

only in the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2.
These were cast-made. They have circles by the ends both overtopped by
two small spheres, or a round sphere each. The pendants were attached to
the earring hoop by a ring. Its length is of 2 cm (Fig. 23, Appendix 9).

Type 4 - Earrings with globular pendants

Scm

Fig. 23. Group C. Earrings
type 3b: 1-2. Bratei 2.

Earrings with globular pendants were discovered in the Avar cem-
eteries of Sincrai and Spalnaca, as well as the biritual cemetery of
Berghin. Earring lengths vary between 2.5 and 3 cm. They were cast
made and provided with a globular pendant, which in the lower part
has a round sphere. The pendant is attached to the hoop with the aid
of round links cast together with the pendants. An earring similar to
those in the cemeteries mentioned above, was discovered in the grave of
awoman (no. 76), in the Tiszafured cemetery**® (Fig. 24, Appendix 10).

Type S~
J/

0 Scm

Fig. 25. Group C. Earrings
type 5: 1. Sancrai.

Fig. 26. Group C. Earrings
type 6: 1. Berghin.

Type 5 — Earrings with
pendant composed of two
overlapping spheres

Fig. 24. Group C. Earrings
Just one earring of the type was dis- type 4: 1-4. Berghin; 5.

covered in the Avar cemetery of Sancrai, Sancrai; 6. §palnaca

its pendant being cast in a bivalve mould.

The earring height is of 2.8 cm (Fig. 25, Appendix 10).

Type 6 - Earrings with pendant of round, straight bar

The earring was discovered in the biritual cemetery of Berghin. It was
made of bronze by casting. One of its ends is a round sphere, aimed to stop
the pendant from sliding on the earring’s hoop. The pendant was made
of a straight, twisted bar. The straight pendant has an ellipsoidal sphere
by the lower end, whose middle in marked by an incised rib. The pendant
was attached to the earring hoop by a round link. Its length is of 3.2 cm
(Fig. 26, Appendix 10).

The Berghin earring is similar, yet not identical, with exemplars that
form type III Cilinska, specimens fashionable in the second half of the 7™

132 Cilinska 1973, 143/610, Taf. XCVI/610/7-8.
133 Cilinska 1973, 174, Taf. CXXV/783/2

134 Kiss 1984, 143/8.

1% Naghy 1998, 1. 182/6,64a, II. Taf. 122/6/1, 6a/2.
136 Gram 1995, 18, Abb.149/16/76.
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century™’. Parallels for the above presented item include several similar earrings, yet not identical,
discovered in Bulgaria®. These remained in use from late 7* century until early 9" century, peaking

in the 8" century™.

Group D - Earrings with glass globular pendants

Type 1a - These were discovered in the Avar cemeteries of Gdmbas 2 and Teius. Their hoop is
made of a bronze bar with a rhombic or round profile. The extremities end flat. The pendant appears in
the form of two overlapping spheres. The first bronze sphere is smaller in diameter and is attached to
the earring hoop. The second sphere (spherical bulb) is of black and blue glass, being inserted through
the wire that starts from the bronze sphere by piercing. The earrings diameter is comprised between
1.5 and 2 cm (Fig. 27, Appendix 11).

In Z. Cilinskd’s 1966 typology of the jewellery from the

Type 1a

Avar Khaganate of the Carpathian Basin, earrings like those
of Gambas and Teius formed type IIa'*, while in the author’s 7
1975 typology these may be included in type 1/B Cilinska'".

1 2

The scholar chronologically dated this earring type between
the second half of the 7* century and mid 8" century'*?. At
Tiszafiired, earrings with pearl pendant are present also in the 0
third quarter of the 8" century'*®, while in the Bulgarian envi-

ronment, although scarce, they were identified in archaeological
contexts dated to the last decades of the 8" century'** as well.
Within respect to precious metal earrings with glass glob-
ular or pearl pendants, E. Garam specifies there are examples 4 5

identified in male graves too'*. One bronze earring, like those

of Gambas 2 or Teius, comes from instance from male grave

no. B.430, without weapons, from the Koélked-Feketekapu B Fig. 27. Group D. Earrings type

cemetery'®. la: 1-2. Gambas 2; 3-5. Teius.
Type 1b - The earring was discovered in the Avar cemetery Earrings type 1b: 1. Sancrai.

of Sancrai. Variant 1b is distinguished by an existing bar in the

lower part of the hoop. It pierced the hoop and was fixed with one, respectively two rings. According

to parallels, on this bar there existed both upward and downward two round, glass pendants (Fig. 27,

Appendix 11). The Sancrai earring is included in type IX Cilinska'¥’. The author notes that earrings in

type IX are specific to the Avar period of the Carpathian Basin.

Group E - Earrings with round or rhomboid rod and stellar pendant

These earrings were made by casting in a monovalve mould. The rod is round or rhomboidal.
According to pendant shapes and decoration types, there may be distinguished four variations (Fig. 28,
Appendix 12).

Type 1a - Circular pendant encircled by three triangular plates decorated with small circles. The
exemplars were discovered in the Campia Turzii cemetery. The sizes of one of the intact surviving pen-
dants from Campia Turzii are of 2.2 x 1.7 cm (Fig. 28, Appendix 12).

137 Gilinska 1975, 65, Abb. 1, 72, 80, Abb. 6.
%8 Grigorov 2007, 136, Type 11.5, 149/fig. 12/111.5/1-4,
139 Grigorov 2007, 162, Tab. 27.

140 Gilinska 1966, 144, Abb.11.

141 Gilinska 1975, 64-66, Abb.1.

142 Gilinska 1966, 144, Abb. 11.

143 Garam 1995, 276.

144 Grigorov 1999, 42, tab. 8, Type IV A.

145 Garam 1993, 44.

146 Kiss 2001, Teil I, 137-138, Taf. 80/11.
147 CGilinska 1975, 65, Abb. 1.

148 CGilinska 1975, 77 -78.
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Type 1b - Circular pendant encircled by three ornaments in the shape of a grape cluster con-
sisting of small round spheres. The examples surfaced in the Avar cemetery of Gdmbas 1. The height of
the pieces is of 2.9 cm (Fig. 28, Appendix 12).

Type 1c - Circular pendant encircled by five ornaments in shape of a grape cluster composed of
small round spheres. The specimens were yielded by the Avar cemetery of Gadmbas 1 and the Suceag
settlement. The height of the specimens is comprised between 4.6 and 5 cm (Fig. 28, Appendix 12).

Type 1d - Circular pendant encircled by three plain triangular plates. The item was found in the
Avar cemetery of Sancrai. Its height is of 2.7 cm (Fig. 28, Appendix 12).

Scm

Fig. 28. Group E. Earrings type 1a: 1-2. Campia Turzii. Cecei de tip 1b: 1-2. Gdmbas 1. Earrings type
1c: 1-4. Gambas 1; 5. Suceagu (after Opreanu 2010, 545-546, P1. 1.1). Earrings type 1d: 1. Sancrai.

Z. Cilinskd includes earrings with pendant attached to a rod in Group I, variant A'®. The author
identifies these in both Western and Eastern Europe, inferring it is the simplest earring type in type II
by contrast with versions B and C, and specifies that in the Avar world, they started to be used as early
as the beginning of the 7 century™°.

D. Gh. Teodor, in his study of earrings with stellar pendant of the 6™-8" centuries from Romania,
includes earrings similar to those at Campia Turzii and Gambas 1 in type 1 of artefacts with star-
shaped pendant®! and finds parallels in Eastern Europe, yet also in the western parts of the continent.
The author also notes that respective earrings date to the 7™ century, yet also to a period subsequent
to AD 680%™,

Group F - Lunula earrings

1a - Small lunulas with two ends, with narrow lunulas and curved sides. They were identified only
in the Avar cemeteries of: 1. Cicau; 2. Sancrai; 3. Noslac; 4. Teius. An earring of type 1a was also found
in the settlements of Alba Iulia/Stadion (house 2) and Jucu de Sus (feature 317, likely a house).

Thelunula height, midway, is comprised between 0.5 and 0.6 cm, while its width varies between 1.9
and 2.2 cm. The specimens’ total height, attachment ring included is between 3 and 4.5 cm. The exem-
plars were made by casting in a monovalve mould, except for the Jucu de Sus earring, which was made
by pressing. Earring half-moons are narrow. A lunula is provided with a rib in relief set midway, tracing
the earring’s plate outline. Another ornament is that made of pearled lines or a pattern imitating
twisted twine, tracing the lunula outline. All have in common the umbo-shaped pendant delimited

149 Gilinska 1975, 65, Abb. 1, 70
150 Gilinska 1975, 70, Abb. 1.

151 Teodor 1995, 190-191.

152 Teodor 1995, 194.
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by three or five ornaments in the form of a grape cluster
made of two or three registers of small spheres (Fig. 29,
Appendix 13).

1b - Lunulas with two large size ends. These come
from the Avar cemeteries of: 1. Cicdu; 2. Sancrai; 4. Teius.

The exemplars are of large sizes, the body without
attachment link reaching a height of 5 cm, while that of
the lunula, pendant included, is of 3.9 cm. The earrings
were made by casting in a monovalve mould. The two
lunula extremities end in ellipsoidal projections, marked
in the upper and lower sides by a knob. There is a lunula
whose extremities are marked by two knobs on which
are set small spheres. The ear attachment links survived
in all examples. The half-moons are decorated in various
manners. A first ornament consists of a frame made of
continuous line modelled of small lines imitating the
fir tree shape, which traces the earring’s plate outline. Fig, 29. Group F. Earrings type la: 1, 5, 7. Sancrai;
Another decoration present on the half-moon plate is 3 6. Teius; 3. Jucu de Sus (after Stanciu 2016, 231,
composed of a grape cluster made of small spheres. Afur-  Fig. 195/3); 4. Ciciu; 8. Alba Iulia; 9-10. Noslac.
ther decoration includes a frame that delimits the
half-moon body made of two parallel lines of round,
pearled spheres, tracing the lunula outline. On the
half-moon plate there are decorative patterns in the
shape of a grape cluster made of small spheres set
one on top of the other, on the edges of the earring
plate. The lower decoration is larger, composed of
several spheres (the largest is central and consists
of 15 grains). The tips of the downward ornaments
touch the tips of the upward ornaments. The pen-
dant is circular and appears in the form of an umbo,
with a small central grain. Some umboes are deco-
rated with a design composed of three flower petals
or a circle on which are attached grape shaped orna-
ments. The lunula umbo is marked by three corners
in the form of a grape cluster made of small spheres
(Fig. 30, Appendix 13).

1c - Lunula with straight upper side of the
half-moon, was discovered in the Avar cemetery of
Gambas 2. It is a large earring, with wide lunula,
like those framed in type 1b. It was made by casting
in a monovalve mould. The upper part of the lunula is straight. The right
upper end of the lunula is marked by a ring followed by the hoop that was
inserted into the ear. The left upper end of the lunula ends in a spherical
projection marked with two rings by the ends. The half-moon is deco-
rated with a “fir tree” pattern set on the edges of the lunula sides and in
its middle. The pendant is in the shape of an umbo, with a small sphere
midway. The umbo is marked by five corners in the shape of a grape cluster
made of small spheres. The earring is large in size, reaching together with
the attachment links, a height of 5.6 cm (Fig. 31, Appendix 13). 0

Two-ended lunula earrings discovered in Romania form type III in D.
Gh. Teodor’s typology'**, who specifies that lunula earrings with two ends Fig. 31. Group E. Barrings
are present in a vast geographical area, to the west, east and south the typelc: 1. Gambas 2.

Fig. 30. Group F. Earrings typelb: 1.
Cicau; 2-3, 5-6. Sancrai; 4. Teius.

Scm

1% Teodor 1995, 192, Fig. 4/Type. 4
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Romanian borders'. The same D. Gh. Teodor suggests that type III of earrings dated mainly between
late 7* century and the 8" century, without excluding the possibility that some specimens could be
found by early 9 century**® as well.

A mixed typology of lunula earrings from the Carpathian Basin dated to the 7*-8" centuries
which considers the lunula shape, the upper extremity of the lunula earrings’ body, the decoration and
how it was applied onto the items, as well as various pendant types attached in the lower lunula side
was drafted by D. Stassikova-Stukovska'*. The author notes that lunula earrings must be regarded as
artefacts of the 7"-8® centuries, while their ethnicity must be further investigated’.

Among parallels for type 1a we mention the earring from female grave 246, while for type Ib, the
earrings discovered in female graves 343, 448, 1092, 1230 and girl grave 114a from the Avar burial
ground of Tiszaftired'®. Parallels for type la also include two earrings discovered in grave 16, of an
infant, from the Avaro-Slavic graveyard of Stirovo'’, as well as an earring from female grave 33 in the
Avaro-Slavic cemetery of Holiare'®.

In V. Grigorov’s typology drafted for earrings discovered in Bulgaria, specimens like those of type
la-c from Transylvania form type V.4'*". In this type are included both earrings with two ends and
three ends. Parallels for the earrings in Transylvania count the two-ended variation from Bulgaria'®.
These were fashionable from late 7* century until late third quarter of the 9™ century*®.

Type 1d - Lunula cast in monovalve mould with five triangles set on the lunula lower side. Two ear-
rings were discovered in the Sancrai cemetery and a third at Tarnava. The Sancrai lunulas are decorated
with a line traced in a fir tree shape, following the lunula outline. The central decoration is composed of
three small spheres set in a fir tree shape. The five triangular plates, with the largest set in the middle,
are decorated with small spheres. The Tarnava lunula is decorated with a line of small spheres tracing
the upper lunula edge. The five triangular plates are decorated with
small spheres (Fig. 32, Appendix 13)

Type 1le — Lunula cast in monovalve mould with three grape
cluster-shaped ornaments. The example comes from the biritual
cemetery of Berghin. The lunula is decorated with spheres set in the
shape of a bead necklace. On the lower side it is provided with three
ornaments shaped as a grape cluster. The four sides are formed of
two registers of small spheres. The central, grape cluster-shaped
decoration of the lower side is composed of three registers of small
spheres. The lunula width is of 2.4 cm (Fig. 32, Appendix 13).

Lunula earrings like those in types 1d and 1le, with grape-cluster
shaped pendants set directly on the lunula sides from Romania
were framed by D. Gh. Teodor in type IV'®*. The author finds par-
allels for specimens dated to the 8% century and specifies that the
type could be a prototype for versions with half-moon shaped hoops

Scm

with attached necklaces or other pendants, exemplars diffused in a Fig. 32. Group F. Earrings
few areas from Europe'®. The single resembling item with that of type le: 1. Berghin. Earrings
Berghin, yet only from the view of the grape shaped decoration on type 1d: 1-2. Sancrai.

the lunula sides, is originating from Romanian Banat'®®.
Earrings discovered on the territory of Bulgaria, with lunulas similar to those of Berghin and

154 Teodor 1995, 193.

155 Teodor 1995, 194.

156 Stagsikova- Stukovska 1999, 250-298.
157 Stagsikova- Stukovska 1999, 296-298.
158 Garam 1995, Abb. 149, 1-2, 7-9, 12.
19 Tocik 1968a, 14/16, Taf. XVII/1-2.

160 Toe¢ik 1968b Taf. XXIX/1

61 Grigorov 2007, 155, Tab. 1, 8

62 Grigorov 2007, 155, Tab. 18/1-4, 11-12.
163 Grigorov 2007, 163, Tab. 29.

164 Teodor 1995, 193, Fig. 5, Type 5.

165 Teodor 1995, 194.

166 Teodor 1994, 193, Fig. 5/4.
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Sancrai were framed by V. Grigorov in type V.5'". According to said author, in Bulgaria, these were
fashionable in the 8" century and the first three quarters of the 9" century'®.

1f — Lunula earrings with ellipsoidal pendant were identified in the Avar cemetery of Teius and
in the settlement of Taga. The exemplars were made in silver by casting. The ornament on the lunula
plates from Teius appears in the form of “reversed eights” set midway the lunulas, made of small

spheres. The pendants are spheroid and have a small sphere in
the lower ends. They are decorated with four lines which divide
the ellipses in four parts. The lines are composed of three lines
made of small spheres. The Taga earring has the lunula plate
decorated with two ribs in relief tracing the half-moon outline.
The spheroid pendant in undecorated (Fig. 33, Appendix 13).

V. Grigorov includes the lunula earrings with ellipsoidal
pendant discovered on the territory of Bulgaria in type
V.3, V. Grigorov noted that respective earrings are found in
Bulgaria over the course of the 8"-9% centuries'™.

Type 2 - Lunula earrings with three ends come from the
Avar cemeteries at: 1. Sancrai; 2. Noslac; 3. Teius. A fragmen-
tary silver piece was discov-

Type If o

Fig. 33. Group F. Earrings type
1f: 1. Taga (after Protase 60/10,
Fig. 24/1.); 2-3. Teius.

ered in the biritual cemetery
of Bratei 2. A bronze earring
was identified in the Jucu de
Sus settlement in feature 317
(likely a house).

The examples are of
different sizes. The height
of the small lunulas, pen-
dant included, is comprised
between 2.5 and 3.3 cm.
Their width is of 2 cm. The
large lunulas, together with
the pendant, are between 3
and 3.5 cm high. The width
of the lunulas is between 2.8
and 3.2 cm. The earrings were
made by monovalve mould
casting. The upper part of the
lunula is formed of two arches
ending with three extremities,
of which two are by the ends
and one is midway the lunula.
The two lunula ends are
marked by two borders that
frame an ellipsoidal decora-
tion. The half-moons’ central
part end has a middle deco-

Type 2

rations that differs from one
exemplar to another. A first
consists of an umbo encircled

Fig. 34. Group F. Earrings type 2: 1-2, 4-5, 9-10, 13. Sancrai; 3, 7-8. Teius; 6.
Jucu de Sus (after Stanciu 2016, 231, Fig. 194/4); 11-12. Noslac; 14. Bratei 2.

by small grains, the second is in the shape of a grape cluster with the base towards the lunula end.
The half-moons have small spheres set differently on their body. The most frequent decoration is in

67 Grigorov 2007, 137, Type V.5, 156, Tab. 17/V.3/1-3.
168 Grigorov 2007, 163, Tab. 29.

169 Grigorov 2007, 129, Type V.3 Tab. 17/1-3.

170 Grigorov 2007, 163, Tab. 29.
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grape-cluster shape. Other lunulas are adorned with small sphere registers that trace the lunula out-
line. In the middle of these pearled registers there is a decoration of small spheres attached one to the
other in a crosslike pattern. The lunula pendant is circular and appears in the form of an umbo with
a small sphere in the middle. The umbo’s large diameter is marked by two parallel lines of pearled
spheres. It is encircled by five triangular apices made of small pearled spheres in the form of a grape
bundle (Fig. 34, Appendix 13).

D. Gh. Teodor believes that earrings whose lunulas are provided with three ends may be deemed a
variation of earrings with two-ended lunulas composing type III'"*. Thus, the exemplars have a similar
dating with earrings with two-ended lunulas, namely between late 7 century and early 8" centuries.

We believe that three-ended earrings form a separate type among lunula earrings. The mould in
which these were cast was entirely different from that used for earrings with two-ended lunulas.

Two approximately identical earrings with those of Sancrai and Teius were discovered in north-
western Romania in the Lazuri settlement (Satu Mare
county)'”” and Moigrad (Silaj county)'”®. Both were dated
to the 8% century'™. In the Tiszafiired cemetery as well
were identified earrings with three ends in female graves
no. 264a, 465, 597 806 and 864'7.

In V. Grigorov’s typology of Bulgarian earrings, speci-
mens similar to those from Transylvania, described above,
form type IV.4, variations 5-10,13'7%, dating to various
chronological sequences from late 7 century to the third
quarter of the 9 centuries'”".

Type 3 — Lunula earrings without pendants were dis-
covered in the Avar cemeteries of Noslac, Sancrai and an
inhumation from Moldovenesti. The earrings are large in
size and cast in a monovalve mould. Lunulas are between 3
and 3.5 cm wide and between 2 and 2.4 cm high. The half- Fig. 35. Group F. Earrings type 3: 1.
moon plates decoration consists of wavy lines or lines that Noslac; 2. Moldovenesti; 3-4. Sancrai.
compose half-circles. There is a specimen whose lunula is
undecorated (Fig. 35, Appendix 13).

Group G - Earrings with rhomboid pendant

Earrings with rhomboid pendant were identified in the Avar ceme-
tery of Sancrai. The two specimens were cast in a monovalve mould. Their
upper part consists of a wide band, on which there are two short bars. It
is decorated with a notched line tracing the item’s outline. The earrings’
lower side is rhomboid in shape with pointed ends. The side and lower
ends finish in two knobs, one larger and one smaller. The pendants are  Fig. 36. Group G. Earrings
decorated with two dotted lines that cross midway the pendant. The two type 1: 1-2. Sancrai.
earrings are 3.8 cm high (Fig. 36, Appendix 13).

Earring types in the Avar and biritual cemeteries of Transylvania

Earringsin Group A, type 1a are the most numerous among the earring types recorded in Transylvania.
Type 1a is present in almost all burial grounds from Transylvania, in both Avar and biritual Avaro-Slavic
graveyards. It is missing only from the Avar cemetery of Ghirbom 1 and those biritual of Boarta and
Ghirbom 2. In biritual cemeteries, type 1a was discovered in both inhumations and cremations. Type 1c

171 Teodor 1995, 192.

172 Stanciu 1996, 74, no.5, P1. VII/15.

173 Cosma 2002, 201-202, P1. 153/4.

174 Cosma 2002, 133.

175 Garam 1995, Abb. 149/3-6, 10.

%6 Grigorov 2007, 155, Tab. 18/5-10, 13.
177 Grigorov 2007, 163, Tab. 29
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was identified in the Avar cemetery of Sancrai and the cremations from Bratei 2 and Berghin. Type 2a was
found in the Avar burial grounds of Sancrai and Teius, as well as in cremations from the biritual cemetery
of Berghin. Type 2b is found at Campia Turzii and Sancrai and type 2c in an inhumation from the biritual
cemetery of Bratei 2. Type 3a comes from the Avar cemeteries of Gadmbas 1, Gambas 2 and Sancrai, as
well as from a cremation in the biritual graveyard of Boarta. Type 3c was discovered in the settlement of
Filiasi. Earrings in types 1b, 3b, 4 and 5 were yielded only by Avar cemeteries (Tab. 1).

Tab. 1. Presence of Group A earrings in the Avar and biritual cemeteries of 7"-8% century Transylvania

Group A
la |1b | 1c | 2a | 2b | 2c | 3a | 3b | 3¢ 4 5 6

Cemeteries a b

QPN SR QOO0

Avar cemeteries

Campia Turzii . .

Géambas 1 . .

Gambas 2 . .

Séncrai . . . . . . . . .
Spalnaca .

Teius . ° °

Biritual cemeteries

Berghin cremation . . .
inhumation

Boarta cremation .
inhumation

Bratei 2 cremation . . .
inhumation . .

Ocna cremation .

Sibiului inhumation .

Table 2 with data referring to earrings in Group B offers the following archaeological informa-
tion. Earring types 1a, 1b, 1d and 2 were identified only in the Avar cemeteries of Transylvania. Earring
type 1cis present in the Avar burial grounds of GAdmbas 2 and Sancrai as well as in the cremations from
the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2. Earring type 1c emerges in the Avar cemetery of Sincrai and Gambas
2 and in cremations from the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2. Earrings of type 1e were identified in inhu-
mations from the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2. Type 1f of earrings was found in the Avar cemeteries
and inhumations from the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2. Type 3 comes from the Avar graveyard of
Sancrai and the barrow cremation cemetery of Someseni. Type 4 was identified in cremations from
the Bratei 2 cemetery (Tab. 2).

Tab. 2. Presence of Group B earrings in the Avar and biritual cemeteries of 7-8" century Transylvania

Group B
la 1b 1d le 3 4
Cemeteries @ Q Q @ f
Avar cemeteries
Campia Turzii .
Cicau
Gambas 2 .
Ghirbom 1 .
Sancrai . . . .
Spalnaca .
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Group B
1d le 2 3 4
Cemeteries D @ @ r
Teius .
Unirea 2 .
Birituale cemeteries

Bratei 2
cremation ° ° °
inhumation . .
Someseni .
cremation

Group C of earrings, presented in table 3 shows the following data. Earrings of type 1la come only
from the Avar grave of Lopadea Noua. Type 1b and 2 were discovered in the Avar cemetery of Sancrai as
well as in the inhumations from the biritual cemetery of Ghirbom 2. Earrings types 1c and 3a are present
only in Avar cemeteries. Type 3b was identified in cremations from the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2 and
type 5 in inhumations from the biritual cemetery of Berghin. Earrings of type 4 were discovered in the
Avar burial grounds of Sincrai and Spilnaca and in inhumations from the Berghin cemetery (Tab. 3).

Tab. 3. Presence of Group C earrings in the Avar and biritual cemeteries of 7*"-8" century Transylvania

Group C
la 1b 1c 2 3a 3b 4 5 6
Cemeteries @ @ % @ % g @ Q ?
Avar cemeteries
Cicau °
Lopadea Noua .
Sancrai . . . . .
Spilnaca . .
Teius .

Birituale cemeteries

Berghin inhumation

Bratei 2 cremation

Ghirbom 2 inhumation

Group D of earrings is present only in the Avar cemeteries of Gdmbas 2, Sancrai and Teius (Tab. 4).
Group E of earrings was found in the Avar burial grounds of Campia Turzii and Gambas 1, Noslac
and Sancrai. An exemplar from Group E was found in the Suceag settlement (Tab. 4).

Tab. 4. Presence of Groups D and E earrings in the Avar and biritual cemeteries of 7"-8% century Transylvania

Group D

Group E

Type 1a

Type 1b

Type 1b

Type 1d

Avar cemeteries

G

Type 1c

( \

3

Campia Turzii

Gambas 1

Sancrai

Teius

Suceag
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Data from table 5 regarding group F which assembles lunula earrings show that almost all earrings
were discovered in Avar graveyards. Two lunula earrings of type 1a were identified in the Alba Iulia and
Jucu de Sus settlements, one of type le in the settlement of Taga and one of type 2 in the Jucu de Sus
settlement. An earring of type le was found in the biritual burial ground of Berghin. Another earring,

this time in type 2, was identified in a cremation from the Bratei 2 biritual cemetery (Tab 5).

Tab. 5. Presence of Groups F and G earrings in the Avar and biritual cemeteries of 7*-8" century Transylvania

Cemeteries

la

1f

Group

Avar cemeteries

Cicau

Gambas 2

Noslac

Sancrai

Teius

Moldovenesti

Biritual cemeteries

Cremation g.

Berghin

Bratei 2

Settlements

Alba Iulia

Jucu de Sus

Taga

To Group G belongs a single earring found in the Avar cemetery of Sancrai (Fig. 36).

According to above data, it may be noted that there are earring types, like those in Group D and
E, identified only in Avar cemetery graves. All the other earring types, with two exceptions, are found
in both Avar burial grounds and biritual cemeteries. The exceptions refer to earring types le and 4
in Group B, type 3b and 5 in Group C discovered only in biritual cemeteries (Tab. 6). It must be men-
tioned that biritual cemeteries yielded only two earrings in Group F (an intact earring in the Berghin
cemetery, of type le, and a half earring, broken from Antiquity, in a cremation from the Bratei 2 cem-
etery, of type 2, Tab. 6).

Tab. 6. Type of earrings present only in the biritual cemeteries of 7*-8" century Transylvania

Earring groups

Group A

Group B

Group C

Types of earrings

2c

le

4

3b 5

&

/

a1k

Cemeteries
Bratei 2 Inhumation . .
Cremation . .
Berghin Inhumation . .

Earring types in settlements from Transylvania

Typologically, the earrings discovered in the settlements from Transylvania frame in Group A,
type 3c, the object of Filiasi. To Group E belongs the specimen of Suceagu. From Group F, type 1a are
part the lunula earrings from Alba Iulia and an exemplar from Jucu de Sus, while from type 1f an ear-

ring from Taga. To type 2 in the same group belongs an earring from Jucu de Sus (Tab 7).

One exemplar of the artefacts was discovered in each of the houses of Alba lulia, Filiasi and Taga.
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The Suceagu earring was discovered in the culture layer. It is not excluded that it was part of a destroyed
house. At Jucu de Sus, both earrings were discovered in “feature 317", likely a house.

The earrings of Alba lulia, Filiasi and Jucu de Sus are bronze-made, while those of Taga and
Suceagu are in silver. The Jucu de Sus earring, framed in Group F type 2 was made by pressing. The
remainder of the above mentioned earrings were cast in monovalve moulds (Tab. 7).

Tab. 7. Earrings in Group F discovered in settlement of 7"-8" century Transylvania

Group F
Type 1a Type 1e
Settlements
Alba Tulia .
Jucul de Sus . .
Taga .

Association of earrings in graves with other earring types or artefacts

Avar cemeteries

At Campia Turzii, in grave 3 emerge associated earring types la and 2b, both variations of Group
A. In grave 4 associate an earring of type la in Group A with one in type 2 from Group B (Appendix
17A). At Cicau, in grave 2, the lunula earring associates with beads, while the lunula in grave 6 of type
lain Group F with one earring in Group C type 1b (Appendix 17B). In the Gambas 1 cemetery, in grave
4, earrings in Group E associate with beads, radiate-headed brooches, a wooden bucket with iron cir-
cles and a knife. The earring in Group A of type 3b in grave 7, still at GAmbas 1, associates with beads.
In grave 13 from the same cemetery, earrings in Group E associate with beads and a clay pot (Appendix
17C). At Gambas 2 in grave 1, the lunula earring in Group F of type 1c associates with earrings in
Group A type 1la and earrings in Group D type 1 with beads, an iron knife and a buckle. In grave 2 at
Gambas 2 were discovered an earring in Group A type 3a and one in Group B of type 1b. In the grave
were also found beads and an iron knife (Appendix 17D). Earrings in Group B type 1la in grave 1 at
Ghirbom 1 associate with beads of various types. In the Avar grave of Lopadea Noud, beside the two
earrings in Group C, type 1a, there were also identified weapons and harness items (two lanceheads,
an axe, two stirrups and a buckle).

In the Sancrai cemetery most graves contained just a single earring type. There are also graves in
which emerged two earring types. Most frequent associations are between earrings in groups A and B.
Very few are associations between earrings of type 1la in Group A with earrings in Group C and E At
Sancrai, almost all graves that yielded earrings regardless the group or type, had also contained beads,
some even knives. Within the graves, beside earrings, were found buckles, finger rings, in one grave a
flint, in another arrowheads, while in another a spindle weight (Appendix 18).

In the Spilnaca cemetery, earrings discovered within the graves belong almost entirely to Group A
type 1la. These associate with earrings of type 1f in Group B and 1b and 4 in Group C. In some graves,
beside earrings in Group A type 1a, were also identified beads, buckles and arrowheads (Appendix 17E).

In the Teius cemetery associate earrings in groups A and B mainly. Two graves stand out, where
types la mix with type le or la with type 2 in Group F. Many of the graves that contained ear-
rings also yielded beads. In a few graves were discovered clay pots as well, and knives in two graves
(Appendix 19).

In the Avar grave of Unirea 2/Veresmort, the earring in Group B type 1le associates with a series of
dress accessories, weapons and harness items: broadsword, arrowheads, stirrups and bit.

In conclusion, it may be specified that the most frequent artefact association is that between
earrings in Group A and B. Group C and F rarely associate with earrings in Group A type la. Group
E emerges singular, unaccompanied by other earring types. Beads are artefacts that appear beside
earrings in many of the 7"-8% centuries graves from Transylvania. Many of the graves that yielded
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earrings also contained knives. There are graves which contained earrings, although very few, that
also comprised other object class types. These are limited to dress accessories, like brooches (Gambas),
finger rings (Sincrai), weapons and harness items (Lopadea Noud, Sincrai, Spalnaca, Unirea 2/
Veresmort), domestic and household objects (Sancrai) or wares (Gimbas 1, Teius). Examples are not
many. Some of these above mentioned artefacts may support the gender ascribing of the deceased,
where anthropological analyses are impossible to carry out.

Biritual cemeteries

In inhumation no. 227 from Berghin associate earring type la in Group A with earrings in Group
C type 5. In the same cemetery, in inhumation 345, the earring in Group C type 6 is singular. In crema-
tions there are no associations between earring types. Inside these, one or two earrings of the same
type were identified.

In the biritual cemetery of Bratei 2, especially earrings in Group A and B emerge in inhumations.
In burial features were discovered earrings of a certain type in the two mentioned groups only, which
though associate within a number of graves. The same applies for cremations. In both burial types,
some of the graves yielded beads, pots, knives, buckles or bronze appliques (Appendix 20).

At Boarta, in urn cremation no. 18/A, the earring in Group A type 3b associates with an iron
knife. At Ocna Sibiului, in grave 44 were discovered earrings in Group A type la and an iron knife. In
the biritual cemetery of Ghirbom 2, in the two inhumations, the four earrings in Group C type 1b and
2 are part of the burial features’ grave goods. The earrings of Ocna Sibiului (Group A, type 1a) do not
associate with any other earring types within burial features regardless their types (inhumations or
cremations). The earring in Group B type 3 from barrow no. 1 in the Slavic barrow cremation cemetery
of Someseni associated with an Avar belt set (buckle and appliques).

Lastly, it may be inferred that most earrings from biritual cemeteries, regardless of the burial
type (inhumation or cremation) are those in Group A type la-c and Group B type la-c, e. In many
cases, the types in the two mentioned groups were discovered together within the burials. There are
also graves, like the cremations from Berghin, where only a single earring type was found. In almost
all inhumations, beside earrings, beads were also found. At Bratei 2 emerge beads also in cremations.
Knives are few in graves that yielded earrings from biritual cemeteries. In fact, such knives come only
from the Bratei 2 burial ground. Pottery vessels emerges beside earrings only in the Bratei 2 cemetery,
especially in the inhumations of the respective graveyard.

Chronological specifications

A series of earrings from the Avar environment of the Carpathian Basin, where the finds from
Transylvania also frame, are artefacts fashionable over the entire duration of the 7*"-8% centuries and
even in the subsequent century. In this class are included earrings in Group A and B. There are though
earrings from Group A, like type 3a-c, discovered especially in contexts dated to the 7 century. Still in
7% century contexts were identified earrings framed in Group E. Earrings in Group C (type la-c) and
D and F were present in the Avar environment especially in graves dated starting with the second half
of the 7* century and the 8" centuries.

Regarding the dating of Group E earrings, a few notes may be made. Originally, earrings with
round or rhomboid rod with stellar pendant (Group E) were dated until late 7* century'”®. Nonetheless,
in Transylvania they are also recorded in cemeteries dated to the 8" century, like for instance the Avar
burial ground of Campia Turzii.

Lunula earrings that compose Group F chronologically frame from the second half of the 7 century
over the course of the entire 8" century and even in the first decades of the 9" century'”. Nevertheless,
based on a series of elements related to their technology and decoration, it may be hypothesised that
the timeline of certain lunula earring types may be restricted to only a specific period of the 7% or 8"
century’®. In the academic literature, it was noted that exemplars whose decoration is better made,

178 Teodor 1995, 194.

17 For instance: Comsa 1971, 376-390; Cilinska 1975, 71-72, fig. 1,6, 12; Teodor 1995, 187-206; Garam 1995, 276-280,
Abb. 149/1-12, Abb. 160; Grigorov 1999, 21-42; Stagsikova-Stukovska 1999, 250-298.

180 Cosma 2002, 78-79, 132-133; Stassikova-Stukovska 1999, 250-298.
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with a greater finesse are earlier than specimens whose decorative patterns are coarsely made, in some
cases even sketched. Thus, the first exemplars (those superior qualitatively) date especially to the
second half of the 7 century and first half of the 8" century'®, a time span where the earrings from
the Transylvanian Plateau may also be placed. An earlier dating is unlikely, as in the Carpathian Basin
lunulas start to emerge in archaeological contexts dated from mid 7* century. With a single exception
(an earring from the Jucu de Sus settlement, made by pressing), all the other lunula earrings from
Transylvania are items made in good quality moulds. The decoration is beautiful, well made on all arte-
facts. This is the reason for which we believe that lunula earrings on the territory of Transylvania date
to a period previous to early 9 century, possibly even until mid 8" century. Some of the lunula earrings
discovered for instance in north-western Romania, yet also in other geographical areas, framed to the
second half of the 8" century and even in the first half of the 9% century have the lunula decorated in a
very schematic manner'®®. Lastly, we mention that all lunula earrings from the Transylvanian Plateau
were discovered in cemeteries dated between AD 750/670-720 or only in the 8" century.

Regarding the presence of lunula earrings like the specimens discovered in the Transylvanian
settlements of the 7"-8" centuries, these may be chronological landmarks for dating culture levels,
archaeological features and houses from respective early medieval settlements.

Parallels are extremely important for dating burial features. However, the chronological framing
of graves and implicitly cemeteries, one must not disregard a series of other artefacts discovered in
burial features with restricted dating possibilities (for instance, the Avar belt fittings or stirrup discov-
ered in the Transylvanian Plateau territory'®). In this context of presenting parallels for the earrings
from Transylvania, we must mention there is a time gap between the dating of the artefacts from
the Avar environment of the Carpathian Basin and the Slavic/Bulgarian milieu of Bulgaria. The great
majority of items from Bulgaria, like some from Transylvania as well, chronologically frame later than
those from the Avar environment. In fact, it is specified that many exemplars from the Bulgarian envi-
ronment were adopted from the Avar setting and used later than mid 8% century'®.

Lastly, we mention that earrings providing a more restricted dating from the Avar environment
of Pannonia or Slovakia correspond with the chronological time span of the Transylvanian Avar graves
and burial grounds or biritual cemeteries. The burial features from the Transylvanian Plateau were
dated on the basis of earrings with more restricted dating limits and a series of other artefacts, already
mentioned above, that also offered a more chronology, with which respective earrings were associated
within the graves.

The Avar finds from Transylvania may be divided into three chronological groups'®. The first
includes cemeteries placed between AD 630-670. Only in the Unirea 2/Veresmort grave was found a
golden earring of type le in Group B (Fig. 37). The second group of Avar finds date between AD 650/670-
710/720 and includes cemeteries and graves of Campia Turzii, Ciciu; GAmbas 1, Gimbas 2, Ghirbom 1,
Moldovenesti, Spalnaca and Teius. These yielded the great majority of earrings object herein (Fig. 37).
The last group of Avar finds dates to the 8" century. To this frame the burial grounds of Campia Turzii,
Lopadea Noud and Sancrai, the earrings of Campia Turzii being part of Group A type la and 2b, Group
B type 2 and Group E. The specimens of Lopadea Noua are earrings from Group C type 1. The Sancrai
graveyard, based on belt fittings cast in bronze with floral patterns, date to around AD 750 (Fig. 37).

The earrings discovered within the bi-ritual cemeteries of Transylvania, both in cremation and
inhumation graves, date back to the 8% century. The Bratei 2 necropolis is a good reference in this
regard. A series of clothing accessories and harness pieces that chronologically belong to the 8" cen-
tury were discovered within this necropolis. We make a note that no earrings were discovered in the
inhumation graves of Bratei 2, graves dating back to the 7™ century'®. The lack of earrings is also
noted in the 9% century Medias cemetery'®.

81 Horedt 1958, 83; Comsa 1971, 383 and n. 36.

82 Comsa 1971, 383 and n. 36.; Stanciu 2000, 139-141; Cosma 2002, 78-79, 132-133; Stagsikova-Stukovska 1999, 250
298.

185 Cosma 2002, 78-79, 132-133, pl. 153/4.

184 Cosma 2017, 18-23; Cosma 2019, 48-52; Cosma 2020, 81, 89-91.

8 Grigorov 1999, 42.

186 Cosma 2019, 48-52.

187 Zaharia 1977, 91.

188 Horedt 1965, 7-23.
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700-750

650/670-710/720

630-670

Fig. 37. Types of earrings from the 7*-8" centuries are
discovered in Avar cemeteries from Transylvania.

All earrings discovered in Transylvanian settlements, both the one from group A/type 3c found in
the settlement from Filiasi, as well as the moon-shaped earrings from Alba Iulia, Jucu de Sus, Taga and
Suceaguu, cover a range of use starting with the last four or three decades of the 7* century and the
first three to four decades of the 8% century. In such case, the pieces can be standards for restricting
the chronology of the archaeological complexes, as well as the pottery discovered within them, with
a reflection then on the entire settlement or settlements where the earrings were discovered. (Tab. 7)

Earrings, jewellery beyond gender and age differences

Avar cemeteries

Anthropological analyses, the only to specify with certainty the gender of the deceased, performed
on skeletons identified in 7*-8" centuries cemeteries of Transylvania are few. Some are inconclusive.
The acid Transylvanian soil hindered the optimal survival of the human skeletons so that they could
provide any data, including the gender of the deceased. Nevertheless, there are examples that allow us
to address the topic mentioned in subtitle.

In the Avar cemeteries, earrings were especially found in female graves. Examples include the
cemetery of Cicau and Sancrai. As for the Teius graveyard, very few human bones have survived (in
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three graves out of 60 excavated graves). The performed anthropological analyses have shown that
bones in grave 19 where two earrings were identified had belonged to an adult, those in grave 23, with
one earring, had belonged to a male, while those in grave 51, without grave goods, to a three-four years
old infant. We believe that grave with earrings, especially lunula earrings, from Teius, may be ascribed
to females. This is supported by J. Zaboinic’s note that where no anthropological analyses exist, graves
should be ascribed in gender terms based on the artefacts used by certain individuals mainly, in this
case, women'®,

At Gambeas 1, graves with earrings in Group E were ascribed to females. In the Avar cemetery of
Cicau, in the two female graves were identified a lunula earring in Group F, type 1b, in a first grave,
and in the second, a lunula in the same Group F, yet of type 1a, as well as an earring with attached
spheroid-shaped pendant of type 1b in Group C.

In the Avar cemetery of Sancrai, in female graves 18, 48, 68 and 75 was found a lunula earring
in Group E, type 1a, in each delimited grave. Furthermore, there were discovered earrings with wide
lunulas in female graves no. 6 (two silver earrings) and no. 15 (two bronze earrings). From the same
Sancrai cemetery come also two lunula earrings with grape cluster pendants yielded by female grave
no. 79 (type 1d). Earrings with three-ended lunulas of type 2 were identified in female graves no. 6, 95
and 109. Still in the Sancrai cemetery, in female grave no. 68 were found two lunula earrings without
pendants (Group E), while female graves 53 and 68 yielded earrings with undecorated spheroid pen-
dants (Group C, type 1b), while grave no. 49, two earrings with biconical pendants (Group C, type 3a,
Appendix 30). In grave 37, of a female, in the Avar cemetery of Spalnaca were discovered four earrings
with twisted links and pendant with large lower sphere (Group B, type 1le).

Male graves containing earrings were discovered in the Avar cemeteries of: Gdmbas 2 (two graves:
Gr. 1-2); Lopadea Noui (one grave); Sancrai 2016 (11 graves: Gr. 1-2, 7, 21, 31, 32, 36, 45, 49, 63,
81); Spalnaca (one grave, no. 37), Teius (Gr. 23) and Unirea 2/Veresmort (one grave)'*. The discovered
earrings are simple of the type with open ends or with one end twisted in spiral shape (Group A, type
la and 1c si 3a). Still in male burials were also identified earrings in Group B, earrings with attached
pendant composed of two registers of small round spheres as well as specimens with two registers
of round spheres and central large sphere (types 1c and 1le). Group C is represented by earrings with
attached pendant in an ellipsoidal shape, decorated or plain, rhomboid or in a rod shape (types 1a-b
and 4). Only in male graves were found earrings in Group C, type 3c. To these also add earrings with
black glass globular pendant (Group D, type 1), while lunula earrings in Group F are represented in
male graves of types 1c, 1f and 2.

Earring finds in male graves from the Avar cemeteries of Transylvania are not uncommon. Men
wore earrings customarily in Middle Asia and the Euroasian steppes during the Tiirkic period'**. The
custom survived in the Middle and Late period of the Avar Khaganate’s history'**.

Only in the cemetery of Sancrai it was anthropologically confirmed that an infant was buried with
earrings (Gr. 80).

It may be concluded based on the above that women were those to wear the earrings from all
artefact groups presented here. There are though two earring types discovered only in male graves,
namely earrings in Group C, types la and 3c. Earrings of type la were identified in the Avar war-
rior grave at Lopadea Noua. Type 3c comes from graves 1, 45, 45, 49 and 63 in the Avar cemetery of
Sancrai. Earrings usually worn by women, like specimens in Groups C or E, yielded by male graves
evidence there were male individuals wearing earrings fashionable during the 7*-8% centuries. Men
in the upper society class wore earrings worked of precious metal, more sophisticated, complex, more
beautiful and expensive. This is the case of the silver and gold earrings in Group C type 1b discovered
in grave 21 from the Avar burial ground of Sancrai (Appendix 10, 30).

In conclusion it may be specified that in the Avar world from 7*-8" centuries Transylvania, ear-
rings were not artefacts specific only to a certain human gender. They were worn especially by women,
to a lesser extent also by men and children.

189 Zabojnik 2015, 277-291.

190 Cosma 2020, 47-63.

91 Balogh 2016, 150.

192 See for instance: Béna 1979, 29-30; Balogh 2016, 337.
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Biritual cemeteries 700-800
Incineratie

Inhumations with found earrings in the biritual
cemetery of Bratei 2 belonged to children (Gr. 214,
224; Gr. 229, M. 236), adults (Gr. 211, Gr. 215, 220,
233) and one adolescent (Gr. 242). In the case of
grave 233 it is specified that a female was interred in
the burial pit. At Ocna Sibiului, in inhumations with
earrings were buried children (Gr. 32 and 115) and a
female (Gr. 126 of a woman). Inhumations no. 227 -
and 345 in the Berghin and Ghirbom 2 cemetery that Inhumatie
yielded earrings pertained to adults.

With the respect to the cremations from the

biritual inhumation cemeteries of Transylvania, in I %

the Ocna Sibiului cemetery, the funerary urn from
grave 44 in which survived burnt bone remains of
an infant and one adolescent yielded two earrings.
For the Berghin cemetery it is specified that the cre-

mation remains preserved in the funerary urn from
grave no. 238, in which the earrings were identified,
had likely belonged to a female?.

Above data certify that in the communities that
buried their dead in the biritual cemeteries of Bratei
2, Ocna Sibiului, Berghin or Ghirbom 2, earrings were used especially by women and children. One
should not exclude the possibility that among the adults buried with earrings at Bratei 2, Berghin or
Ghirbom Gruiul fierului men also counted.

Fig. 38. Types of earrings from the 7*-8"
centuries are discovered in Biritual
cemeteries from Transylvania.

Interpreting the presence of earrings in graves and settlements
Cemeteries

We address this issue starting with the fact that in both Avar and biritual cemeteries, graves
yielded one to five earrings in different groups and types. A possible criterion to be considered in order
to define the role that some of the earrings fulfilled counts their location within the graves. More
specifically, in a series of graves, beside the fact that earrings were discovered in the ear area, as it is
only natural, there are cases where artefacts were found in different parts of the human body. Earrings
identified for instance on the pelvis or in the pelvis area of the deceased evidence the clear intent of
depositing them in respective area and by no means the later disturbance of the grave.

In the great majority of women graves certified by anthropological analyses emerged one earring
pair only, found to the left and right side of the skull in the ears area. These earrings are not burial
depositions. By their location, they prove that the family buried the female with the garments and
jewellery she wore during her lifetime.

There are also women graves where two earring pairs surfaced. Such cases were identified in female
graves no. 6 and 79 at Sancrai. All the four earrings in grave 6 are in Group F, two of type 1b and two of type
1g. In grave 79, two earrings are from Group C/type 1b and two are in Group F/type 1d and were identified
to the left and right of the skull, in the ears area. In these cases, it may be inferred that respective earrings
were not artefacts worn concurrently on a daily basis by the deceased during their lifetime. The earrings
could not be attached to the ear two on each side every day as they were overlapping, the lower earring
becoming almost invisible thus having no visual impact on the viewers. We believe that the second earring
pair, from the previously mentioned two types, may be interpreted as artefact part of the jewellery dowry
of respective woman, which the family deposited in the grave. The fact that all four earrings lay in the ears
area suggest the family’s wish to indicate that they were worn by the deceased alternately in daily life.

Nonetheless, circumstances are different in the case of association within the graves of lunula
earrings or with attached pendants, with earrings in Group A, especially type 1a. It is difficult to say
whether the two earring types were simultaneously worn. It is possible if we assume that lunula ear-
rings or with attached pendants were inserted through the ear lobe so that the pendant remained
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visible. Earrings with open ends were attached in the upper part of the ear lobe. These did not obstruct
earrings hanging from the two ears, thus being visible as independent ear adornments. The fact there
are many graves in which earrings with attached pendants of various shapes associated with earrings
in Group A, type la, supports the above statement. On the other hand, the hypothesis according to
which earrings with attached pendants were worn only during festivities occurring within the com-
munities from 7*-8% centuries Transylvania must be also considered.

There are women graves, like grave 48 at Sancrai, where earrings lay in different parts of the
human body. Two earrings in Group C, type 1b were found to the left and right of the skull in the ears
area. Other three earrings, one in Group A, type 1a, the second in the same group yet of type 3b and
the third in Group E type 1la, were identified on the pelvis of the deceased. Another example is from
grave 18, still of a woman. In the burial pit were identified two earring types, one in Group A/type 5
and the other in Group F/type 1a. Both earrings lay to the right side of the skull, that in Group F/type
1a, on top of the other. The two earrings are not designed to be worn concurrently. In these cases, ear-
rings found in the abdomen area may be deemed burial deposition made by the family of the deceased.

In the Teius cemetery, in graves 8 and 35, associate two earrings from different groups.
Unfortunately, their location within the grave is unknown and so is the gender of the deceased. In this
case, it is difficult to say with certainty what purpose they served within the graves. Were these worn
by the deceased or was one placed by the family in the grave as burial deposition?.

A first group of male graves with earrings from the Avar cemeteries of Transylvania are those
where two earrings were identified in the same grave. This is valid for the Sancrai cemetery in graves
no. 21, 31 and 36. The earrings were found to the left and right of the skull, in the ears area. In all these
cases it may be agreed that the objects were worn daily by the deceased. The earrings in grave 21 are
part of Group C/type 1a, while those in graves 31 and 36 of Group A/type 1la.

Another group of male graves include burials with just one earring. These examples count grave 23
in the Teius cemetery (the silver lunula earring: Group F/type 1f) and the grave of Unirea 2/Veresmort
(a golden earring: Group B/type 1f). We do not exclude the possibility that the two earrings were daily
worn by respective men. One must though also consider the possibility that the two earrings had been
placed within the graves by the families of the deceased to underline that the individuals belonged
to the Avar society elite. I. Béna mentions that the burial deposition of a single golden earring is a
Sassanid origin custom, which the Avars adopted and carried from Asia, symbolising the high ranking
warrior status within the Avar army'®. It must be mentioned though that especially men, regardless
their social standing, wore only a single earring in daily life.

The third class of graves encompasses burials which yielded three earrings of the same type or of dif-
ferent types. This is the case of the Sincrai graves 1 and 2. In both graves, earrings of the same type (Gr.
1: Group F/type 2; Gr. 2: Group C/type 1c) lay to the left and right side of the human skull, in the ears
area. This evidences their wearing by respective men on a daily basis. The third earring from both graves
was found above the shoulders. Both earrings (Gr. 1: Group C/type 3a; Gr. 2: Group C/type 1b) may be
deemed burial depositions. In fact, the two earrings, which represent the third earring, are not designed
to be worn concurrently with the earrings pair with which these associate in the two burial features.

The fourth class counts men graves where a number of five earrings were identified. This is the
case of grave 1 at Gambas 2. In it were found two earrings in Group A/type 1a, two earrings in Group
D and a fifth in Group F/type 1c. The earring pairs lay to the left and right of the skull in the ears area,
while the earring in Group F/type 1c above the right shoulder. The two types of earring pairs from
grave 1 at Gambas 2 are designed to be worn daily. The presence of the lunula earring from Group F/
type 1c in the same grave 1 at Gambas 2, discovered above the right shoulder of the deceased, may be
deemed an artefact deposited by the family of the deceased.

The last earring location variation within the male graves from the Transylvanian Avar cemeteries
is from grave no. 38 at Spélnaca. Three earrings in Group A/type 1la were found there. One of these lay
near the left ear, the other two on the pelvis of the deceased. The location of the latter evidences they
were deposited by the family of the deceased in the grave.

The earrings from grave 80, of an infant, were identified to the left and right side of the skull, in
the ears area. This suggests that the child (likely a girl) had worn respective earrings in her lifetime.

193 Bona 1979, 5, 27.
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In conclusion, it may be argued that the great majority of earrings discovered in the graves of the
Transylvanian Avar cemeteries were worn on a daily basis by the women, men and children of the Avar
communities. The families, who attended to the funeral, placed the human bodies in the graves with
the dress, dress accessories and jewellery, among which earrings counted as one of the main artefacts,
that the individuals used to wear in their lifetime.

We do not exclude the fact that in certain cases, the singularity of an earring in some graves was
due to the custom of their deposition by the family of the deceased. The phenomenon is valid also for
the third or fifth earring presence in a series of graves, of both women and men. The deposition of the
artefacts within the graves is related to the family’s wish to highlight the status of the deceased within
the community where he/she lived.

Regarding the earrings discovered in inhumations from Transylvanian biritual cemeteries we
believe that in all cases, the artefacts were worn by the deceased in their lifetime. There are no cases
that could be interpreted as burial depositions.

In cremations, it is very difficult to say with certainty whether the earrings were only deposited
for burial purposes or represented the fact these had belonged to the deceased, who wore them in their
lifetime. In graves were identified both one and two earrings in the same type.

In the Bratei 2 cemetery, grave 145, a pit cremation, the half of a lunula earring in Group F/type 2
was discovered. The item was broken into two halves from ancient times. This archaeological fact may
be interpreted as burial deposition by the family at the time of the interment of the cremation remains
in the burial pit.

Settlements

The presence of earrings in settlements may be explained by the wish of certain families to acquire
valuable objects, like earrings, that family members could use to exhibit social standing in both their
lifetime and in death, by deposition in the graves.

Final notes

By the end of this study it may be argued that populaces living in 7*-8" centuries Transylvania
wore earrings on a daily basis, accompanying the individuals in their graves as well. Earrings were
discovered in graves from Avar cemeteries and biritual Avaro-Slavic burial grounds as well as in set-
tlements. Most earrings come from Avar graves compared to burials from biritual cemeteries. In fact,
in the latter, few earrings emerged, in both the entire lot of biritual cemeteries as well as at the level
of each archaeological site. In Transylvania, many earring types were identified, from the simplest,
in ring shape, with pointed ends, made of wire or round bar, to those with stellar or lunula pendant.
Almost all artefacts have parallels on the territory of the Avar Khaganate from the Carpathian Basin,
yet also in the Lower Danube basin area and in Bulgaria.

The presence of earrings within the graves is mostly due to the fact that the deceased were buried
with all their dress accessories and jewellery, earrings included, which they wore in their lifetime. On
the other hand, there was an existing custom according to which earrings, beside other objects, were
placed within the burial features by the families of the deceased at the time of burial. Earrings were
worn by women and to a lesser degree by men and children.
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1 — Group A: Type 1a - Earrings with open Appendix 1 - Group A: Type 1a — Earrings with open
ends made of round bar from inhumation burial ends made of round bar from inhumation burial
grounds. B — Male; F — Female; C - Child; A -Adult; grounds. B — Male; F — Female; C — Cl'fﬂd; A -Adult;
N - Unknown. 1, 2, 3 — number of objects in graves N - Unknown. 1, 2, 3 - number of objects in graves
Group A - Metal Group A - Metal
Type 1a No. Type 1a No.
Inhumation | grave Br Ag Inhumation | grave Br Ag
cemeteries BIE|clAlUIBIEIN cemeteries B|F|C|A|{U|B|F|N
1. Campia 3 1 S
Turzil 4 1 5. Spilnaca !
2. Gambas 1 7 1 ’ 2 2
3. Gambas 2 1 1 1 15 1
5 2 21 3
15 2 22 1
4. Sancrai 18 5 18 3
19 1 19 1
M23 2 28 1
30 1 29 3
31 |2 31
36 2 32 1
38 |3 34
44 1 37 4
45 2 47 2
48 1 6 2
62 2 6. Teius 20 2
71 3 ’ 28 2
74 1 33 1
75 2 35 1
80 2
81 2
83 4
84 1
86 1
87 1
89 1
95 1
96 2
99 2
100 1
101 4
103 1
107 1
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objects in graves

Appendix 2 — Group A: Type 1a — Earrings with open ends made of round
bar from biritual cemeteries. F — Female; C — Child; A - Adult; G+U - Funery
pit and funerary urn; G - Funery pit; U - Funerary urn. 1, 2, 3 - number of

Group A Metal
Type 1a
Bbiritual cemeteries No. grave Br Ar
Inhumation C A C
211 1
215 1
1. Bratei 2 224 2
228 1
229 1
235 1
240 1
242 1
244 1
2. Ocna Sibiului 32 1
115 1
126
Cremation No. grave Br Ag
G+U G U U
238 1
1. Berghin 285 1 1
345 2
38
2. Bratei 2 177
210 2
3. Ocna Sibiului 44 2
Appendix 3 - Group A: Type 1b-c - Earrings with open ends made of round
bar from inhumation and biritual cemeteries. B — Male; F — Female; A -
Adult; U - Funerary urn. 1, 2, 3 - number of objects in graves
Group A
Inhumation cemeteries No. grave Metal
Tip 1b Br
B F A
26 2
1. Sancrai 41 2
43 1
105 2
Tip 1c
7 1
8 2
1. Sancrai 41 2
49 1
87 1
103 2
104 4
2. Spilnaca 28 2
Biritual cemeteries Br
Cremation U
1. Berghin 76 1
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Appendix 4 — Group A: Type 2a-c — Earrings with one of the extremities
ended in cylinder shaped spiral from inhumation and biritual cemeteries.

F — Female; A — Adult; N - Unknown; U - Funerary urn. 1, 2, 3 - number of
objects in graves

Group A Metal
Type 2a No. grave
Inhumation cemeteries Br
F A N U
1. Sancrai 107 1
2. Teius 20 1
Birituale cemeteries
Cremation
1. Berghin 50 1
238 3
Typ 2b
Inhumation cemeteries
Campia Turzii 3 1
Sancrai 83 1
Tip 2c
Biritual cemeteries
Inhumation
Bratei 2 233 2 | | |

Appendix 5 — Group A: — Type 3a-c Bronze annular earring with one end
twisted outwards in the shape of a spiral and/or circle from inhumation
and biritual cemeteries B — Male; F — Female; A — Adult; N — Unknown; U —
Funerary urn. 1, 2, 3 - number of objects in graves

Group A Metal

Type 3a No. grave

Inhumation cemeteries Br Ar
B F [A| U A

1. Gambas 1 7 1

2. GAmbas 2 2 1

3. Sancrai 71 1

Biritual cemeteries

Cremation

1. Berghin 238 1

1. Boarta 18A 1

Tip 3b

Inhumation cemeteries

1. Sancrai 48 1

3. Teius 8 1
Type 3c

Settlements

Filiasi House no. 20, 1 bronz piece
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Appendix 6 — Group A: Type 4 - 5 — Earrings with one of the extremities
ended in a round or pyramid shaped spheres. Type 6 — Earring with the
lower part twisted in the shape of a spiral. F — Female; A — Adult. 1, 2, 3 -

number of objects in graves

Group A Metal

Tip 4 No. grave

Inhumation cemeteries Br Ag |

A A

13

1. Sancrai 24 1
43
49

Tip 5

Sancrai 26 1
67 1

Tip 6

1. Sancrai 18

Appendix 7 — Group B: Type 1a-f — Earrings with pendants welded to the
earring hoop. B — Male; F — Female; C — Child; A - Adult; U — Funerary urn.
1, 2, 3 - number of objects in graves

Group B Metal
Type 1a No.
Inhumation cemeteries grave Br A Au
F |C F|C Ul B
1. Ghirbom 1 1 2
84 1
2. Sancrai 100 1
108
Type 1b
1. Sancrai 41 1
2. Teius 35 2
Type 1c
Gambas 2 2
Sancrai 44 2
105 2
Biritual cemeteries
Cremation
Bratei 2 191 | | | ] | |2
Tip 1d
Inhumation cemeteries
1. Sancrai 23 2] | | | |
Tip le
Biritual cemeteries
Inhumation
1. Bratei 236 2] | | |
Tip 1f
Inhumation cemeteries
1. Sancrai 41 2
2. Spilnaca 37 4
3. Unirea 2 1
Biritual cemeteries
Inhumation
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Appendix 7 — Group B: Type 1la-f — Earrings with pendants welded to the
earring hoop. B — Male; F — Female; C - Child; A - Adult; U - Funerary urn.
1, 2, 3 - number of objects in graves

Group B Metal
Type 1a No.
Inhumation cemeteries grave Br A Au
B F|C|A|FIC/A|U| B
211 2
214 2
1. Bratei 2 274 2
233 2
242 1 1

Appendix 8 — Group B: Type 2-4 - Earrings with pendants welded to the
earring hoop. N - Unknown; G - Funerary urn; T/B — Barrow/Male. 1, 2, 3 -
number of objects in graves

Group B No. grave Metal

Type 2

Inhumation cemeteries Br Ag
N G T/B

1. Campia Turzii 4 1

Type 3

Cremation cemeteries

1. Someseni 1 | | 1

Type 4

Biritual cemeteries

Cremation

Bratei 2 182 | 2 |

Appendix 9 - Group C: Type 1-3 — Earrings with attached pendants. B -
Male; F — Female; C - Child; N - Unknown; G - Funerary pit. 1, 2, 3 — num-
ber of objects in graves.

Group C Metal

No.
Type 1a grave Br Ag Au
Inhumation cemeteries B/ FIN/G/B|F|C|N| N
1. Lopadea Noua 1 2
Type 1b
Inhumation cemeteries
1. Sancrai 21 2
Cimitire birituale
Inhumatie
Ghirbom 2 ? 3
Type 1c
Inhumation cemeteries
1. Cicau 6 1

2 2

37 2
2. Sancrai 48 7

53 4

68 2

75 1

79 2

80 1
3. Spalnaca 15 1
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Appendix 9 - Group C: Type 1-3 — Earrings with attached pendants. B -
Male; F — Female; C — Child; N - Unknown; G - Funerary pit. 1, 2, 3 — num-

ber of objects in graves.

Group C

Type 1a

Inhumation cemeteries

No.

Metal

grave

Br Ag Au

FIN|G/B/F|C|N| N

4. Teius

N

13

21

Type 2

Biritual cemeteries

Inhumation

Ghirbom 2

Type 3a

Inhumation cemeteries

1. Sancrai

45

49

[ T N S Y

63

Type 3b

Birituale cemeteries

Cremation

Bratei 2

158 | |

Appendix 10 - Group C: Type 4-6 — Earrings with attached pendants. B -
Male; F — Female; A - Adult. 1, 2, 3 — number of objects in graves.

Group C

Type 4

Inhumation cemeteries

No. grave

Metal

Br

B F A

1. Sancrai

81

2. Spalnaca

Biritual cemeteries

Inhumation

1. Berghin

227 | | a4

Tip 5

Inhumation cemeteries

Sancrai

48

Tip 6

Biritual cemeteries

Inhumation

1. Berghin

345

Appendix 11 - Group D - Earrings with glass globular pendants. B — Male;
F — Female; N - Unknown; 1, 2, 3 - number of objects in graves.

Group D No. Br. +
Inhumation cemeteries grave glass globular pendants
B | F | N

Type la
1. GAmbas 2 1 2
2. Teius 8 1

30 2
Type 1b
Sancrai 86 | | 1 |
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Appendix 12 - Group E - Earrings with round or rhomboid rod and stellar
pendant. F — Female; A — Adult; N - Unknown; L — House. 1, 2, 3 - number
of objects in graves.

Group E No. grave Br Ag
Inhumation cemeteries
A N F L

Type 1a
1. Campia Turzii ? 2
Type 1b
1. Gambas 1 4 | | 2
Type 1c
1. GAmbas 1 4 2

13 2
Settlements
1. Suceagu 1
Tip 1d [
Inhumation cemeteries
1. Sancrai 97 | 1 | | |

Appendix 13 — Group F - Lunula earrings. G — Earrings with rhomboid pen-
dant. B - Male; F ~Female; N — Unknown; U - Funerary urn; L — House. 1, 2,
3 — number of objects in graves and the houses.

Grup F No. Metal
Type 1a grave
Inhumation cemeteries Br A
B F/IN/UIL| B F|N|L
1. Cicau 6 1
18 1
2. Sancrai 48 1
74 1
3. Noslac 13 1
73 1
4. Teius 55 1
? 1
Settlements
1. Alba Iulia 1
2. Jucu de Sus 1
Burial cemeteries
Type 1b
1.Cicau 2 1
2. Sancrai 6 2
15 2
3. Teius 42 1
Type 1c
1. Gimbas 2 | | | | | 1 | |
Type 1d
1. Sancrai 79 2
2 Tarnava ? 1
Type le
Biritual cemeteries
Cremation
1. Berghin ? 1
Type 1f
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Appendix 13 - Group F — Lunula earrings. G - Earrings with rhomboid pen-
dant. B - Male; F ~Female; N — Unknown; U - Funerary urn; L — House. 1, 2,
3 — number of objects in graves and the houses.
Grup F No. Metal
Type 1a grave
Inhumation cemeteries Br Ag
B/F|N|U[L[B[E[N]L
Inhumations cemeteries
1. Teius 23 1
55 1
Settlements
Taga NN
Type 2
1 2
1. Sancrai 6 2
74 1
95 1
109 2
2. Noslac 85 2
3. Teius 19 2
? 1
Biritual cemeteries
Cremation
1. Bratei 2 145 | 1] | | |
Settlements
Jucu de Sus 1
Tip 3
Inhumations cemeteries
1. Noslac 67 1
2. Sancrai 68 1
3. Moldovenesti 1 1
Grup G
Inhumation cemeteries
1. Sancrai 109 | [2] | L ] | |
Appendix 14 - Association of the earrings with other types of earrings or other types of artifacts in the
graves of the cemetery at Campia Turzii, Cicdu, Gimbas land Gdmbas 2
Earrings o
A
@ E
o w | 2
::’:, No. Group A Group B Grgup Group E Group F P k| é @ 'E _§
g g S| A5 858
3 m|&|(@|¥|o|B
Type Type Type Type Type
la | 2a | 3a | 1b | 2 1b ib | 1c | 1a | 1b | 1c
A.Campia| 3 ° .
Turzii 4 . .
B. Cicau 2 . °
6 . o
C. 4 . . o | o . .
Gambas1 | 7 . . .
13 . . °
D. 1 o . . .
Gambas?2 | 9 . . .
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Appendix 15 - Association of the earrings with other types of earrings or other types of artifacts in the
graves of the cemetery at Sincrai. 1- Beads, 2-Rings, 3-Knives, 4 — Buckles, 4 — Fire-sttel, 5 — Spindles,
6-Weapons, 7- Apliques

Group A B C D|E F pes of artifacts
Type 1 2 | 3 1 1 |3 1/1] 1 G

Variants |a|b|c|a|b|a|b 4|5 alblc|d|f 2 alb|a 4 b|(d|a|b 2|3 1/2(3(4|(5|6|7
No.g

1 . . . oo
2 . . .

5 .

6 o . .
7 . . B

8 . . .

13 .

15 . . B

18 . . . .

19 . .

21 . . .

23 . . .

24 . . .

26 . . oo

30 . .

31 . .

36 . . o
37 . .

38 . . .

41 o | . . .

43 . . .

44 . . .

45 . .

48 . . . . .

49 . . . o

53 .

62 ° o . .
63 . . . R
67 .

68 . . .

71 . . . B
74 . .

75 ° . .

79 . . .

80 ° . . .

81 . . . .
83 . . . .

84 ° . . .

86 . . . .

87 . . .

89 .

95 . . . .

96 .

97 . .

99 . .

100 . . . .

101 * .

103 . . .

104 . . .

105 . . . .

107 * . .

108 .

109 . o |
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Appendix 16 — Association of the earrings with other types of earrings or other types
of artifacts in the graves of the cemetery at Spalnaca

Earrings

Group A | Group B | Group C

Beads Buckles

Arrowheads

Type 1a | Type 1f Type

1b 4

Appendix 17- Association of the earrings with other types of earrings or other types of artifacts in the graves
of the cemetery at Teius

Earrings

Group A Group B

Group C | Group D Group F

Tip

Tip

Tip

la

2a

3b la

1b

Tip
1 2
alb| e

Beads

Knives

Ceramics

13

19

20

21

23

28

30

33

35

42

55
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Appendix 18 — Association of the earrings with other types of earrings or other types of artifacts in the
graves of the biritual cemetery at Bratei 2

Earrings
No.g. Inhumation Cremation §
Group Group | Group | Group | Group | Group 8 = _E"
A B A B C F w | B 2 | 2| 3 &
Type e | Type | Type | Type | Type | & ¢ B g 5 -
0 v G 4 = >
la | 2c | 1e | 1d la le (4| 3b | 4 2 ] ) x i ] <
211 o . .
214 . . .
215 .
220 .
221 . .
224 o . .
229 .
233 . . . .
236 . .
2492 o . .
145 . .
158 .
177 . . . .
182 . . .
191 . . .
210 . . . .
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