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A sword discovered in the boundary between 
Horia and Sântana (Arad County)

Florin Mărginean

Abstract: The sword discussed below, has been donated to the Arad Museum during 2021. According to the 
finders, the sword was discovered somewhere in the boundary between the Horia village and the Sântana town. 
According to parallels, this sword may be chronologically framed to the 13th–14th centuries.

Keywords: stray find; sword; medieval weapons; Arad County.

The find of weaponry items has almost always drawn attention, given both their role and sym-
bolism. We wish here to only report the discovery of a sword in less clear conditions and regardless, 
not yielded by archaeological excavations. However, we believe the exemplar is worth entering scien-
tific circulation because finds of the sort are so rare in general. In the case here, in the micro-region 
between the Mureș and Crișuri rivers, just one more such sword is reported, still a stray find1.

The find context 

The sword discussed below, has been delivered/donated to the Arad Museum by Alexandru Pușcău 
in 11th November 2021. The exemplar was taken over and registered in the museum’s collection under 
inventory number 18000.

According to the finders2, the sword was discovered somewhere in the boundary between the 
Horia village and the Sântana town. No further indication on the circumstances which led to its find 
was provided, except the fact it would have surfaced during farming works. 

Sword description 

Though corroded, all imperishable parts of the sword have luckily survived in good condition, 
the sword itself measuring a total length of 103.6 cm. The polygonal pommel is pierced by the grip 
tang. The grip tang is 17 cm long, which compelled us to place it among “hand-and-a-half” swords. 
The guard consists of a bar fixed between the blade and grip, 19.8 cm long and of rectangular section. 
The straight, two-edged blade has survived intact, measuring 85 cm and a maximum width of 5.5 cm, 
tapering to the tip. Midway, there is a groove/fuller.

Sword proportions 

Ltotal sword = 103.6 cm; Lblade = 85 cm, width near the guard = 5.5 cm, weight blade = 0.2/0.3 cm. From 
the grip tang towards the blade tip starts a middle groove/fuller; Lhandle rod = 17 cm, width near blade 
= 2.7 cm, width near pommel = 1.6 cm, weight = 0.7 cm; the pommel attached to the tang extremity, 
apparently hexagonal, with bevelled edges 4 × 4 cm, weight = 3.5 cm; Lguard = 19.7 cm, 0.7 × 0.7 cm 
thickness; weight = 1.05 kg.

Discussion 

This class of weaponry items has been the focus of several specialists, a number of syntheses 
providing today an image on the medieval swords’ development in Central and South-Eastern Europe. 

1 Mărginean 2015, 83–85.
2 Delivery protocol registered with the Arad Museum Complex under no. 1092/11.11.2021.
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Those we examined in order to chronologically and typologically frame the sword here have been 
devised by Alexander Ruttkay, R. Ewart Oakeshott, Zeno K. Pinter or Marko Aleksic, beside other 
relevant studies. 

According to parallels, this sword may be chronologically framed to the 13th–14th centuries.
It may be concluded that the exemplar discussed here completes the repertory of sword finds from 

a region rather rich in medieval finds, like the area between the Mureș, Crișuri Rivers and the Tisa.

Florin Mărginean
Arad Museum

Arad, RO
marginean.florin1979@gmail.com
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Plate 1. A sword discovered in the boundary between Horia and Sântana (Arad 
county). Drawing: Daniel Preda; Photo by: Ioan Scripciuc.
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